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Resolution on Bullying of Children

Whereas, one-third of U.S. students reported that they had experienced bullying, either as a victim
or as a perpetrator (15,686 students in grades six to 10 surveyed).l

Whereas, approximately 160,000 children stay home from school every day because they are afraid
of being bullied.”

Whereas, bullying is a complex and abusive behavior, including physical, verbal, emotional and
sexual elements.’

Whereas, victims of bullying often suffer from depression, low self-esteem, insecurity, anxiety,
suicidal thoughts and long-term academic consequences.4

Whereas, a recent U.S. Secret Service study indicates that two-thirds of attackers in school
shootings felt bullied, threatened or injured by others. °

Whereas, research indicates that 60 percent of those characterized as bullies in grades six to nine
had at least one criminal conviction by age 24.°

Whereas, chronic bullies tend to continue their behavior into adulthood, therefore, negatively
influencing their ability to develop and maintain positive relationships.7

Therefore, be it resolved, that PCA America supports:

Encouraging all schools to create and implement an antibullying policy to promote a safe learning
environment for all children.

Research leading to further understanding of the roots of bullying behaviors and to effective strategies
for prevention and intervention.

Collaboration with federal, state, organizational and community efforts to address bullying.
Promotion of services and materials for parents, schools, educators, child advocates and children to

ensure healthy learning environments and opportunities for children of all ages to develop without fear
of aggression and/or cruelty.
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