
Prevent Child Abuse America National Conference 
Workshop Descriptions 

 
(This document is current as of September 24, 2012) 

 

Friday, October 12, 2012 
 
Opening Session -  12:45 – 2:30 p.m. 
 

Plenary Speaker:  
 

Linda C. Degutis, DrPH, MSN, Director, National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 
Understanding the Vision, Priorities and Goals of the 

National Center for Injury Prevention 
 
 

Friday, October 12 - Breakout Sessions - 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
A01   CANCELED - What works about engaging the business community… and what 
doesn't….NOTE: NEW SESSION ON THIS TOPIC – See Sunday 10:00 Breakout Session 
E05a  
 
A01a   Engaging the media as a partner in prevention (Moved from C01)…Steve Scott, 
Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Iowa; additional presenter(s) to be announced (Moved 
from C01). 

Hear from organizational leaders on how they have worked with the media and 
participate in a conversation on techniques for keeping the story focused on prevention. 

 
A03   Evidence-Based Policymaking in the Obama Administration…Greg Margolis, 
Brookings Institution; Rush Russell, Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey. 

From early childhood home visiting to teen pregnancy prevention, the Obama 
Administration has made the use of evidence a central part of its social policymaking 
process. A representative from the Center on Children and Families at the Brookings 
Institution will present on the recent developments around evidence-based policymaking 
at the federal level and will lead a discussion on the implications for child abuse 
prevention initiatives. 

 
A04   Integrating Child Sexual Abuse Prevention into Home Visits…Deborah Callins, MAEd 
– Prevention Director, National Children’s Advocacy Center; President, National Coalition to 
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation & Michelle Marty, MS – Healthy Families Program 
Manager, National Children’s Advocacy Center. 

 1



Educating caregivers about healthy sexuality is a key component of child sexual abuse 
prevention.  In addition, helping caregivers learn how to talk to their children about 
personal safety – on a routine basis – is an important tool in preventing abuse.  How to 
deal with a disclosure of childhood sexual abuse experienced by a caregiver, an inevitable 
occurrence in an FSW’s caseload, will also be discussed.  Resources and tools that 
workers can use will be reviewed. 

 
A05   Banishing Bullying Behavior-Transforming the Culture of Peer Abuse…SuEllen 
Fried, Founder, BullySafeUSA. 

Students must take ownership of peer abuse. The session will focus on the Student 
Empowerment Session, which is the core of BullySafeUSA, and training others to 
facilitate the program. 

 
A06   Working with Parents in Culturally Competent Ways…Amanda Haboush, MA, Senior 
Research Associate & Director of Programs for Prevent Child Abuse Nevada, UNLV Nevada 
Institute for Children's Research and Policy. 

Cultural competence is the ability to work respectfully with families and their cultural 
preferences, and to adapt standard practices to increase family responsiveness. This 
session is designed to provide participants with a brief overview of the relationship 
between culture and various parental functions to become more proficient at recognizing 
important cultural factors in parents, families, or in groups, understanding how culture 
influences parental functions, and learning strategies to address cultural issues during 
parent interventions. 

 
A07   More than Parent Education: Working with Cognitively Delayed Parents…Juanita 
Arnold, Assistant Director, Healthy Families Florida. 

“I’m not smart, but I do love my children.”  Parenting is challenging for anyone, even 
more so for a cognitively delayed parent.  These parents need so much more than parent 
education.  Learn strategies for working with these parents including how to recognize 
and build on strengths the parent has and specific techniques to help with the challenges.  
This workshop also addresses how to avoid burn out and frustrations that can occur. 

 
A08   Healthy Families America Assessment Refresher…Lynn H. Kosanovich, MA, Regional 
Director, Healthy Families America National Office & Satya Kline, M.Ed., Regional Director, 
Healthy Families America National Office. 

Been doing this job for a while?  Need some refreshing new perspectives and ideas?  
Come explore new ways to deepen your practice and share experiences with others. 

 
A09   Prescription Drug Abuse “The Epidemic”…Dan Zsido, Pharmaceutical Drug Diversion 
Unit, Pinellas County Sheriff's Office. 

Prescription drug abuse is the use of a medication without a prescription, in a way other 
than as prescribed, or for the experience or feelings elicited. It is the fastest growing type 
of substance abuse in our country.  According to several national surveys, prescription 
medications, such as those used to treat pain, attention deficit disorders, and anxiety, are 
being abused at a rate second only to marijuana among illicit drug users. The 
consequences of this abuse have been steadily worsening.  In this workshop you will 
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learn about commonly abused prescription drugs, recognizing prescription drug abuse, 
and the act of selling prescription drugs. 

 
A10   Personal Performance: Success Starts with You!…Bobby Dughi, CEO, President, 
ACHIEVE INSIGHTS, LLC. 

Many of us had big dreams as a kid that we have lost  sight of as we have gone through 
life.  During this session you will learn to remind yourself of the dreams you used to 
pursue and discover how to re-harness that energy you used to use to chase them.  But 
what is more, you will learn how to commit to those dreams, so that you can finally 
achieve them and make them your reality!  This is not a simple motivational speech, 
because you will learn specific skills to help you realize your best performance, simplify 
your tasks, commit to your best, and adjust to the journey.  Learning how to implement 
these life skills into your performance as an advocate (and person) will improve both 
your professional  performance and quality of life. 

 
A11   Infant Mental Health – Endorsement Process…Kate Whitaker, MsEd IMH-E® (IV), 
National Director of Model Implementation, Healthy Families America National Office. 

Healthy Families America is an Infant Mental Health promotion model with a focus on 
working with both the family and the child in a dyadic fashion.  The Michigan 
Associtation for Infant Mental Health has developed a series of practitioner competencies 
that are essential for staff working with infants and toddlers and their families. There are 
four levels of Endorsement;  Infant Family Associate(level I), Infant Family Specialist 
(level II), Infant Mental Health Specialist (level III), and Infant Mental Health Mentor 
(level IV).  Through the Healthy Families America  model, staff receive the training and 
experiences necessary to meet the qualifications for both Level 1 and Level II 
Endorsement simply by participating in our training and implementing the 12 Critical 
Elements.  This workshop will discuss how Healthy Families America fits into the Infant 
Mental Health Endorsement process, what the endorsement requires, how to prepare for 
becoming endorsed, and end with thoughts about how to work within your state to 
acquire the Infant Mental Health Endorsement if the endorsement process is not available 
in your state. 

 
A12   Growing Great Kids…More Than A Curriculum…Shawna Thomerson, GKI Master 
Trainer, Great Kids, Inc.. 

Take advantage of this opportunity to learn about the Growing Great Kids Curriculum 
and its accompanying, skill driven professional development  certification program for 
home visitors and supervisors. GGK is simple to use, attachment focused and developed 
specially for highly stressed parents. It is the only curriculum with modules aimed at 
strengthening family foundations and teaching parents strategies for managing stress 
consistent with building Protective Factors for their children. Post training certification 
consultation and professional development activities are included. No reporting, no 
recurring costs and no re-certification required. 

 
Saturday, October 13, 2012 
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General Session - 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Plenary Speaker:  
 

Betsy McAlister Groves, MSW, LICSW, Director, Child Witness to 
Violence Project, Boston Medical Center 

 
Shelter from the Storm: Supporting Children and Families  

Affected by Domestic Violence 
 
Saturday, October 13 - Breakout Sessions - 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
B01   How to get your application funded…Christine Kang, Manager of Grants & Board 
Relations, Hedge Funds Care, Preventing & Treating Child Abuse. 

This workshop will provide an inside look into the world of grant-makers, revealing how 
funding decisions are made.  The presentation portion of the workshop will include a 
candid description of the grant-making process from the first contact to the award letter, 
using real life examples of what works and what does not. Attendees will learn how  to 
improve letters of intent, proposals, and site visits, and how to avoid major pitfalls. The 
workshop will focus on the grant making process of one particular funder, an operating 
charity with a grant-making arm, but will include tips from various other funders like 
foundations and corporate grant-makers. The Q&A session of the workshop will provide 
ample time for attendees to ask questions and receive honest feedback. 

 
B02   Movement Case Study I - The Florida Children's Movement…David Lawrence, The 
Florida Children's Movement. 

Hear from the founder of The Florida Children's Movement about its development, 
successes, challenges and how to build a real movement on behalf of all children. 

 
B03   Engaging Faith-based Leaders as Champions for Prevention…Reverend Darrell L. 
Armstrong, MDiv., Ed.S, MFT, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church and Prevent Child Abuse 
America Board Member. 

A national faith-based leader and prevention expert will share his insights on how child 
abuse prevention leaders can advance their advocacy efforts through partnerships with 
faith-based leaders. 

 
B04   Early Childhood Sexual Abuse Prevention Using the Care for Kids Program:  The 
Importance of Educating Children and Adults…Robin Castle, M.A. Child Sexual Abuse 
Prevention Manager, Prevent Child Abuse Vermont &  Amber Russell, Community Child 
Advocate, Blank Children’s Hospital 
. 

Comprehensive child sexual abuse prevention includes both victim and victimizer 
prevention, which begins in early childhood and emphasizes skills-based training for 
parents and caregivers.  Using the Care for Kids Program as a model, this workshop will 
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cover the essentials of health-focused practice for young children that nurture empathy, 
build communication skills, teach healthy boundaries, and provide training for adults. A 
discussion of how the program has been funded and implemented in both Vermont and 
Iowa will be included. 

 
B05   Using Cost Analysis Techniques for Managing Non-profit Services…Janet 
Rosenzweig, MS, PhD, MPA, Consultant to Prevent Child Abuse America; Lecturer, Financial 
Management of Nonprofit Institutions, The University of Pennsylvania. 

Did you really recoup your full cost when you provided a community program?  Did you 
net the profit you expected from your annual conference? This workshop will 
demonstrate the application of simple cost analysis techniques to determining the full cost 
of producing a unit of service and a model for applying this information to price setting. 

 
B06   Preempt the Strike: Stopping Family Violence Before a Hand is Ever 
Raised…Christina M. Dalpiaz, CDR (Ret), MS, CACIII, Founder and Director, CHANCE 
(Changing How Adults Nurture Children's Egos). 

Preempt the Strike, assists military families and professionals working with them to learn 
how to avoid violence by promoting CHANCE’s Healthy Habits, Happy Homes® model. 
The presentation focuses on solution-based approaches that are positive and effective 
with changing how adults nurture children's egos. LCDR Dalpiaz explains the dynamic 
components that make military families unique and then it shows how to support and 
motivate them to do better. The presentation provides concrete tools that are easy and 
fun. The strategies enhance parenting and relationship skills that makes parents feel more 
competent and confident. 

 
B07   The Safe Environment for Every Kid (SEEK) model for preventing child 
maltreatment…Howard Dubowitz, MD, MS, Professor of Pediatrics; Director, Center for 
Children; University of Maryland School of Medicine. 

The SEEK model builds upon the good relationships that pediatric primary care 
professionals typically have with families to identify and help address prevalent 
psychosocial problems (eg, parental depression, substance abuse). Results from two 
randomized controlled trials have been most promising. Online training and technical 
assistance will soon be available to help others implement the SEEK model. 

 
B08   Untangling the power that binds - Part 1 of 3:  Working with parents with histories of 
early childhood trauma.  MUST REGISTER FOR ALL 3 PARTS (B08, C08, D08)…Kate 
Whitaker, MsEd IMH-E® (IV), National Director of Model Implementation, & Satya Kline, 
M.Ed., Regional Director, Healthy Families America National Office. 

IF CHOOSING THIS WORKSHOP, PLEASE REGISTER FOR ALL THREE PARTS.  
The HFA model supports many parents who have experienced early childhood trauma.  
How do adverse early childhood experiences impact the way parents interact with their 
infants and with the world in general?  This workshop will offer "out of the box" ways of 
interacting with parents, supporting parent-child attachment, and will redefine the 
importance and power of relationships.  Please note:  This session will begin at 10 AM, 
break for lunch, and reconvene with breaks scheduled by the instructor.  Individuals 
choosing this workshop are essentially choosing 3 workshop breakout sessions. 
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B09   Effectively Treating Maternal Depression in Home Visiting: Results from a Clinical 
Trial of In-Home CBT…Robert T. Ammerman, Ph.D., ABPP; Scientific Director, Every Child 
Succeeds and Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center. 

This workshop will review In-Home Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, the first treatment 
specifically designed for depressed mothers in home visiting. The treatment will be 
described, the critical role of home visitors will be addressed, and results from a 
randomized clinical trial that demonstrate its efficacy will be presented. 

 
B10   The Leadership Standard…Bobby Dughi, CEO, President, ACHIEVE INSIGHTS, LLC. 

Contrary to popular opinion, research proves that great leaders are not simply born, they 
can be made.  Leadership is a skill that needs to be learned and perfected, just like any 
other.  In this session you will learn the standards of leadership that are key to becoming 
a capable and successful leader.  Understanding and utilizing these standards can help 
anyone in a leadership role reach their highest potential and achieve success.  You will 
learn specific skills to help you personalize your relationships, unify your team, utilize 
the power of belief, and empower the individuals around you.  Learning and 
implementing these skills will help anyone in a leadership role get the best possible 
performance out of their team. 

 
B11   Healthy Families America State Systems Development…Lynn H. Kosanovich, MA, 
Regional Director & Tracie Lansing, LCSW, Regional Director, Healthy Families America 
National Office & a panel of state representatives TBD. 

Is becoming a multisite system the right move for your state or organization?  Learn what 
it takes to create a state system and hear about experiences of leaders from 4 states 
(Kansas, New York, Oregon, and Virginia) that have participated in the development of 
their state’s structure. 

 
B12   Engaging Dads In Home Visiting: Approaches from New York and Kansas…Eunju 
Lee, PhD, SUNY Center for Human Services Research, and B. J. Gore,  Kansas Children's 
Service League, Supervisor, Fatherhood, Parent Leadership, Circle of Parents and Strong and 
Stable Families;  Terry Klaus, Supervisor, Healthy Families,   Travis A. 

The presentation will provide an overview of father involvement efforts from the Healthy 
Families New York (HFNY) Fatherhood Initiative, and the Kansas Children's Service 
League's Father Involvement Services.  We will discuss the mission of each approach, the 
ways that services may be delivered to support this mission, strategies for getting fathers 
involved, and barriers to involvement.  Evaluation results will be presented to describe 
the types of father involvement and the family characteristics associated with each type 
of involvement, how father involvement influences families’ home visiting service 
outcomes, and the impact that having a defined fatherhood component has on fathers’ 
program participation rates. 

 
 

Saturday, October 13 - Breakout Sessions - 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
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C01   CANCELED - MOVED to A01a - Engaging the media as a partner in 
prevention…Canceled/Moved - Steve Scott. 
 
C01a   Preventing Sleep Related Infant Deaths – A Layered Look…Sandra P. Alexander, 
MEd Expert Consultant - Child Maltreatment Division of Violence Prevention National Center 
for Injury Prevention and Control Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

SIDS/SUID is the leading cause of post neonatal death in the US with more than 4,600 
infants dying suddenly of no obvious cause.  Accidental suffocation and strangulation in 
bed (ASSB), a subgroup of SUIDs is a leading category of injury related infant deaths.  
SIDS/SUID deaths make up a large percentage of infant deaths reviewed by child death 
review teams across the country.  Most involve parents or caregivers neglecting to follow 
recommended safe sleep practices and are therefore considered neglect and possibly 
preventable deaths.  This presentation will review the incidence and recent research on 
SIDS/SUIDS and asphyxia deaths, CDC’s surveillance work to track these deaths, and 
implications for prevention.  The presentation will include case studies of sleep related 
infant deaths from child death review and a discussion of current prevention strategies 
and new avenues for prevention. 

 
C02   The National Movement for America's Children - Overview and Action Steps…Ben 
Tanzer, PCA America & Cailin O'Connor, National Alliance for Children's Trust & Prevention 
Funds. 

Learn about the ongoing development of the National Movement for America's Children, 
including next steps and the roles and activities participants can play at a local, grassroots 
level. 

 
C03   Advocacy 101…Jennifer Rison, Senior Director of Public Policy, Prevent Child Abuse 
America. 

New to advocacy? This session will outline the basic strategies that contribute to 
effective advocacy, including determining priorities, relationship building with 
policymakers, coalition building, and making “the ask." Session participants should come 
prepared to put together an advocacy plan for one of their organization’s priority issues. 

 
C04   Public & Permanent: How to PREVENT digital problems…Richard Guerry,  
Executive Director, Author and International Public Speaker, The Institute for Responsible On 
Line and Cell Phone Communication (IROC). 

This award winning and nationally acclaimed live event provides digital citizens with a 
greater awareness of negative, irresponsible and malicious digital behaviors and trends 
and the method to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of cyber crime, bullying or digital 
exploitation.  This program received the 2010-2011 Exemplary School Safety Program 
Award by the School Safety Advocacy Council.  • Obtain the solution to preventing 
issues like Sexting, Cyberbullying, poor Social Media behaviors and almost any other 
cyber issue. 
This multi-award winning program provides greater awareness of irresponsible and  
malicious digital behaviors and trends - and the method to reduce the risk of becoming a 
victim of a cyber-crime, cyberbullying, and digital exploitation. 
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C05   Education is Key: Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention…Darryl Gibbs, Shaken Baby 
Syndrome Educator - Cynthia Gibbs Foundation and Realityworks. 

Shaken Baby Syndrome is 100% preventable, the key to achieving this prevention is 
through education.  Hear a personal story from a father who has lived this tragedy first 
hand. This session will bring you a nationally recognized Shaken Baby Syndrome 
prevention educator, victims advocate, and lecturer to bring awareness and education on 
this critical topic. 

 
C06   Parent Leadership: What Everyone Should Know to Increase Family Success…Corey 
Best, Parent Leader & Dixie Morgese, Executive Director, Healthy Start of Flagler & Volusia 
Counties, FL. 

Parent Leadership began with our community’s commitment to increase the Family 
voice. There were strategic and tactical approaches in the process of convening agency 
and Family stakeholder, with the goal of collectively creating a vision that include family 
empowerment, systems change, collaboration and a unified community that share the 
common belief that “it takes a village”.  Currently our community members a have 
increased their awareness of the Strengthening Families Framework and the Protective 
Factors.  This framework was researched and proved to fit our community’s needs.  The 
protective factors have proven to reduce child abuse and neglect.  With the assistance of 
valued partners, families and human services representatives have been trained as trainers 
in “living the protective factors”.  This training has implications of creating opportunities 
for professional development for our Parent Leaders. 
 
In order to continue our efforts of decreasing adverse childhood experiences, we believe 
that it takes passion, loyalty and stronger relationships between families and community 
entities. This presentation is designed to share information about how to build successful 
and strong partnerships between providers and parents in a common framework that 
promotes protective factors.  Participants will: 
1.  Gain information based on lessons learned from a pilot project in Volusia County, 
Florida  
2. Increase understanding of Café Dialogue and Circle of Parent activities. 
3. Review evidence showing successful frameworks and levers for change through parent 
engagement. 
 

C07   Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders…Michelle A. Meyer, PsyD, Chicago School of 
Professional Psychology. 

This presentation will provide an overview about the cause, prevalence, and primary 
disablities of children with FAS/ARND.  The presenter will provide information on the 
relationship between brain dysfunction and behavior and discuss effective strategies to 
work with the child throughout their lifespan. Additionally, the presenter will dicuss the 
importance of being an advocate in various arenas such as health care, school, judicial 
system, and social services agencies. 

 
C08   Untangling the power that binds  - Part 2 of 3:  Working with parents with histories 
of early childhood trauma MUST REGISTER FOR ALL 3 PARTS (B08, C08, D08)…Kate 

 8



Whitaker, MsEd IMH-E® (IV), National Director of Model Implementation, & Satya Kline, 
M.Ed., Regional Director, Healthy Families America National Office. 

IF CHOOSING THIS WORKSHOP, PLEASE REGISTER FOR ALL THREE PARTS.  
The Healthy Families America model supports many parents who have experienced early 
childhood trauma.  How do adverse early childhood experiences impact the way parents 
interact with their infants and with the world in general?  This workshop will offer "out 
of the box" ways of interacting with parents, supporting parent-child attachment, and will 
redefine the importance and power of relationships.  Please note:  This session will begin 
at 10 AM, break for lunch, and reconvene with breaks scheduled by the instructor.  
Individuals choosing this workshop are essentially choosing 3 workshop breakout 
sessions. 

 
C09   The Fussy Baby Network: A supportive home visiting service to help families with 
infant regulation challenges in the first year of life…Linda Gilkerson, PhD, Professor, & 
Dhara Thakar, PhD, Project Director, Erikson Institute. 

Fussy Baby Network (FBN) was started in 2003 at the Erikson Institute in Chicago, IL, 
and is an innovative home visiting model that provides phone consultation and home 
visiting support to parents who are struggling with their baby’s challenging behavior, in 
particular with infant crying and regulation, during the first year of life. FBN serves 
families who are socioeconomically and ethnically diverse, and has a history of working 
with families in underserved and high-risk communities. FBN takes a unique and flexible 
approach to family engagement and addresses the goals of building parenting confidence 
and competence, strengthening the parent-child relationship, and promoting healthy 
development using five core intervention processes. These processes are centered on the 
parent’s urgent concern in the moment and also help home visitors acknowledge, manage 
and use their own feelings in order to enhance their interactions with parents.  
 
FBN is currently collaborating with select Healthy Families Illinois (HFI) programs to 
help home visitors strengthen their capacity to reduce parental stress around infant 
behavior, which when unaddressed, can increase risk for child abuse, maternal/paternal 
depression, and attachment difficulties. This exciting infusion into HFI programs will 
focus on training home visitors to match their interventions to parents’ concerns, which 
may in turn, contribute to improvements in the parent – home visitor relationship.  
During this workshop, participants will receive an introduction to the five core 
intervention processes in the Fussy Baby approach and will have the opportunity to 
practice them using brief clinical vignettes. Participants will end the workshop by 
reflecting on how this approach can be applied to their own work.  

 
C10   Emerging Research in Home Visiting: A Research Portfolio with Implications for 
Investments, Quality, and Outcomes…Andrea Hewitt, MPP, Pew Home Visiting Campaign; 
W. Benjamin Goodman, PhD, Duke University; Joseph Galano, PhD, College of William & 
Mary; Lee Huntington, PhD, Huntington Associates, Mariel Sparr, MA, Erikson Institute. 

The Pew Home Visiting Campaign is leading a comprehensive research agenda that will 
give policy makers some of the information they need to strengthen the quality of their 
states’ home visiting programs and policies.  Pew-commissioned research will fill critical 
gaps in the field’s understanding of home visiting. This session will highlight research 
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projects on assessing quality of home visitation programs, examining benefits of home 
visiting for different populations, and the "Durham Connects" evaluation. 

 
C11   Tracking Outcomes in PIMS 7…Rob Reid, Database Coordinator and Developer, 
Prevent Child Abuse America; Georgia Deal, Program Manager, Healthy Families Greenwood; 
and Sue Toman, Chief Operating Officer, Family Futures. 

The new version of the Healthy Families America  Program Information Management 
System (PIMS) features increased flexibility in reporting, particularly related to outcome 
tracking. This presentation highlights new data collection forms for tracking some of the 
most common outcome tools (Edinburgh, ASQ, etc.), creation of user-defined groups for 
reporting, the improved Custom Queries tool, and the use of PIMS as a tool to measure 
performance on MIECHV constructs. 
 

C12   Revisit, Rethink, Renew: The Art of Resiliency in Times of Change…Robin Hart, 
Trainer, Healthy Families Florida and Elizabeth DeHostos, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 

When programs receive budget cuts, downsizing and lay-offs are inevitable. Existing 
research confirms a need to invest considerable energy in the staff who remain to “aid in 
recovery, fuel productivity, boost morale and minimize the damage to workplace trust.”   
The “3 R’s” training provides information and skill building in areas to support 
supervisors and their staff as they revisit, rethink and renew their commitment while 
discovering how to do more with less after the shuffle.  Team building exercises make 
this training a fun event! 

 
 

Saturday, October 13 - Breakout Sessions - 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
D01   Using social media to raise awareness, engagement and revenue for your 
organization…Leah Jones, Account Director - Emerging Media, Olson Communications; Jim 
McKay, Prevent Child Abuse West Virginia State Coordinator. 

Social media is all the rage these days.  But how best to use it?  Learn how to effectively 
engage new and current constituents and convert their interest into awareness, action 
and/or giving. 

 
D02   Enough Abuse Campaign: Mobilizing States and Communities to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse…Jetta Bernier, Prevent Child Abuse Masssechuetts, Pat Cronin, Prevent Child 
Abuse Maryland, Rush Russell, Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey, Jenn Dailey, Prevent Child 
Abuse New York. 

Despite the prevalence of child sexual abuse, its impact on victims, and billions in related 
costs, most states have not been mobilized effectively to prevent it. Learn how 
Massachusetts has been successfully implementing the Enough Abuse Campaign, a 
comprehensive state/community mobilization and citizen education initiative. And hear 
from leaders in Maryland, New Jersey, and New York about their progress in 
implementing the Enough Abuse Campaign and how awareness about sexual abuse is 
being catalyzed into individual and community actions to prevent it. 
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D03   Implementing SBS/AHT Prevention Statewide: Successful Strategies and Common 
Pitfalls…Vicky Roper, Prevent Child Abuse Kansas Director; Steve Scott, Executive Director, 
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa. 

Panelists will share successful strategies for implementing abusive head trauma/Shaken 
Baby Syndrome prevention with broad support and buy-in from key state-level 
stakeholders. Topics to be covered will include: implementation best practices; 
stakeholder engagement; policy development; advocacy; and lessons learned. 

 
D04   Critical elements of CSA prevention:  From healthy sexuality to community 
change…Janet Rosenzweig, MS, PhD, MPA, Author, The Sex-Wise Parent, & Kathryn Harding, 
MA, Interim Senior Director of Research, Prevent Child Abuse America. 

What components must be part of a comprehensive strategy to prevent child sexual 
abuse?  From helping parents raise sexually-healthy children to making communities 
safe, this workshop will present information and engage participants in a discussion of 
the continuum of comprehensive programming for child sexual abuse prevention 

 
D05   Trauma & the Developing Brain. How ‘Emotional Intelligence’ and other strategies 
helps us heal and improve relations with those around us.…Karina Forrest-Perkins MHR 
LADC, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Minnesota.. 

Trauma & the Developing Brain. How 'Emotional Intelligence' and other strategies helps 
us heal and improve relations with those around us. This training will focus on 
characteristics of the developing brain; what dynamics adversely affect this neuro-
sequential process; what areas of the brain emerge as dominant; what areas of the brain 
require more time to develop; and subsequent behavioral characteristics manifested as a 
result. We will spend a portion of the time talking about targeted interventions with 
young children, with youth, and with adults working with this population so that 
everyone understands the dynamics of what is occurring and the most successful 
outcomes. We also address strategies (including Emotional Intelligence) that will assist 
us in understanding our own neuro-sequential patterns, what triggers us, and how to 
emotionally regulate our own negative stress. 

 
D06   Preventing Child Maltreatment in Families Affected by Domestic Violence: Lessons-
Learned from a Novel Community-Based Program…Rebecca J. Macy, PhD, ACSW, LCSW, 
Associate Professor, School of Social Work, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

In one community, a child abuse prevention agency and a domestic violence agency 
partnered to develop a manualized, empowerment-based program for female domestic 
violence victims and their children. Using a group modality, adult participants met 
together once per week for 13 meetings to focus on domestic violence and parenting. The 
women's children were also offered a group intervention that focused on domestic 
violence and safety in a developmentally-appropriate manner. In collaboration with these 
agencies, our research team evaluated this novel intervention. Based on evaluation 
findings, attendees will receive information about this program’s intervention strategies 
for both the adult victims and their children, including the importance of a positive 
environment to engage these adult victims, the value of domestic violence content to help 
families with safety, and the importance of the group modality to foster peer support. 
Attendees will also hear about lessons-learned from this unique collaboration. 
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D07   The Healthy Families DC Fatherhood Program: Maximizing Positive Outcomes for 
Child Social-Emotional Development…Donna D. Klagholz, Ph.D., President, D. Klagholz & 
Associates, LLC, Adjunct Professor, School of Social Work, George Mason University, Fairfax, 
VA, and Fernanda Ruiz, Supervisor, Fatherhood Program, Mary’s Center for Maternal & Child 
Care, Washington DC. 

This workshop will present an overview of the Fatherhod Program, including 
enhancements to the HFA core model services with a father-specific curriculum, the 
innovative use of video technology, father involvement in developmental screening of 
their child using the ASQ and ASQ:SE; use of male Family Support Workers, and a 
fatherhood group workshop series based on the 24/7 DADS curriculum.  One of the 
program’s male FSWs will describe implementation and cultural challenges encountered, 
as well as successes in engaging, retaining, and serving fathers. The project evaluator will 
present the preliminary outcome findings, and qualitative data which highlights the issues 
that dads face, their goals, and fathers' perspectives on the program services. Lessons 
learned and recommendations for future program modifications will be provided 

 
D08   Untangling the power that binds - Part 3 of 3:  Working with parents with histories of 
early childhood trauma. MUST REGISTER FOR ALL 3 PARTS (B08, C08, D08)…Kate 
Whitaker, MsEd IMH-E® (IV), National Director of Model Implementation, & Satya Kline, 
M.Ed., Regional Director, Healthy Families America National Office. 

IF CHOOSING THIS WORKSHOP, PLEASE REGISTER FOR ALL THREE PARTS.  
The HFA model supports many parents who have experienced early childhood trauma.  
How do adverse early childhood experiences impact the way parents interact with their 
infants and with the world in general?  This workshop will offer "out of the box" ways of 
interacting with parents, supporting parent-child attachment, and will redefine the 
importance and power of relationships.  Please note:  This session will begin at 10 AM, 
break for lunch, reconvene with breaks scheduled by the instructor.  Individuals choosing 
this workshop are essentially choosing 3 workshop breakout sessions. 

 
D09   Helping families increase connection in their community and navigate community 
systems.…Michelle A. Meyer, PsyD, Assistant Professor, & Cynthia Lubin Langtiw, PsyD, 
Assistant Professor, Chicago School of Professional Psychology. 

Each child and family is a part of and impacts many different systems and communities. 
On a daily basis a child and family may move between the educational, medical, legal, 
and religious systems/community. Oftentimes there is a lack of communication between 
these systems. Please join us for this interactive workshop where we will explore how to 
help families increase their connections within the community and navigate the many 
systems in their lives in an effort to provide the best support for children and families. 

 
D10   The Championship Standard…Bobby Dughi, CEO, President, ACHIEVE INSIGHTS, 
LLC. 

What makes a winning team?  Whether it is sport, business, politics, or any other field, 
every successful team has certain characteristics that make them victorious.  You will 
learn the standards that make championship teams champions.  You also will learn 
specific skills to help you create a supported team identity, cultivate respectful 
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relationships, embrace confrontation to make them a positive, clarify and validate 
everyone's necessary role, and to hold the team accountable to the championship 
standard.  This will enable you and those you work with to begin performing at your 
highest levels possible and achieve success beyond "teams" that do not employ these 
standards. 

 
D11   Treating Analysis Paralysis (Acceptance and Retention Rates)…Lynn H. Kosanovich, 
MA, Regional Director, Healthy Families America National Office & Kristin Cotter Mena, PhD, 
President, Datatude, Inc.. 

This workshop is for those who struggle with how to most effectively complete the 
analyses required for HFA accreditation or for those interested in learning a new 
approach, or fine-tuning their current mechanisms, for data collection and analyses. The 
workshop will present information in a way that not only meets HFA accreditation 
requirements, but lends itself to meaningful dialogue within the program about how 
quality improvement might occur, particularly in the areas of increasing participant 
acceptance and retention. 

 
D12   CANCELED (Part 2 only) - Revisit, Rethink, Renew: The Art of Resiliency in Times 
of Change - Part II…Cancelled (Part 2 only) - Robin Hart, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida 
and Elizabeth DeHostos, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 
 
D12a   Implementing Home Visiting Programs: Organizational and Provider-Level Factors 
for Fidelity…Anne K. Duggan, ScD, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine; Gina 
Hernandez, Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey; Andrea Breitwieser, New Jersey Department of 
Children and Families, Division of Prevention & Community Partnership. 

Meta-analytic studies have shown that impacts of evidence-based programs are larger 
when services are provided with fidelity.  Implementation science posits that fidelity is 
greater when stakeholders define a clear, coherent service model and provide a strong 
implementation system that predisposes and reinforces providers to carry out their roles 
and enables them to do so skillfully, even in challenging situations.  Our team of public 
and private state leaders and academic researchers is conducting statewide evaluative 
research to measure HFA program fidelity and explain variations in fidelity in terms of 
organizational, provider, and family factors.  Data are drawn from interviews with 
program leadership, surveys of front-line program staff, and program management 
information systems.  In this workshop, we will share the theory, methods and early 
results of our work, its influence on policy and program development and its applicability 
for other states and communities. 

 

 
Sunday, October 14, 2012 
 
General Session - 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Plenary Speaker:  
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Cordelia Anderson, M.A., Sensibilities Prevention Services 

 
Demand the Change for Children – Leap Forward for Prevention 

 
 
Sunday, October 14 - Breakout Sessions - 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
E01   "And now for our top story" - Messaging and fundraising in the wake of 
tragedy…Teresa Olsen, Director, Suspected Child Abuse & Neglect (SCAN) and PA Chapter, 
American Academy of Pediatrics; Patricia Sprague, Director, Prevent Child Abuse 
Pennsylvania; Vicky Roper, Prevent Child Abuse Kansas Director. 

How to handle high profile cases like a PRO: Be Prepared, be Responsive and 
Respectful, and be Opportunistic (in a good way) 

 
E02   Mobilizing 101 Case Study I - Getting Protective Factors off the Ground…Cailin 
O'Connor, National Alliance for Children's Trust & Prevention Funds & Roger Sherman, PCA 
Idaho. 

A session on the Center for the Study of Social Policy Protective Factors/Strengthening 
Families work and how partners have been mobilized at the community-level. 

 
E03   Advanced Advocacy Strategies…Jim McKay, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse 
West Virginia; Johanna Schuchert, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia; Caitlin 
Johnson, Director and Managing Editor, SparkAction. 

Ready to take your advocacy skills to the next level? Learn how strategies such as the use 
of social media, engaging traditional media, and program participant stories can boost 
your advocacy efforts. 

 
E04   Comprehensive legislation for the prevention of child sexual abuse - One state's 
story…Rachel Gartner, MSW, Prevent Child Abuse Vermont, Youth Sexual Abuse Prevention 
Programs Manager, Vermont State Senator, John Campbell, President Pro Tem of the Vermont 
Senate, and others. 

ACT One: An Act Relating to  Improving Vermont’s Sexual Abuse Response System, 
was developed by state leaders, policy makers and advocates four years ago. Although 
ACT One addressed many systems, it specifically required all Vermont schools to 
provide developmentally appropriate, child sexual abuse prevention education for 
students in all grade levels. ACT One gave responsibility to school boards for educating 
all adults in school communities, about their roles and responsibilities to protect children 
from child sexual abuse. School policies including  hiring practices for personnel and 
screening for volunteers,  were also addressed. Strengths in ACT One, as well as lessons 
learned will be discussed and questions will be encouraged 

 
E05   CANCELED - MOVED to I10 - Kids, Critters and Abuse: The Links between Animal 
Cruelty and Child Maltreatment…MOVED to I10-Phil Arkow, Instructor 
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E05a   What works about engaging the business community… and what doesn't…John 
MacFarland, Director of Business Partnerships for ReadyNation, a project of America’s 
Promise Alliance in Washington, D.C.. 

In this session, the presenters will focus on the do's and don'ts of engaging corporations 
in support of your philanthropic mission.  Among the key points the presenters will touch 
upon will be the importance of aligning your proposal with prospective corporate 
partners' values, demonstrating how your opportunity will support their marketing 
objectives, and techniques for and the importance of engaging board members from the 
corporate sector to make the above possible. 

 
E06   Red Flags and Gold Stars:  How Risk Factors and Protective Factors Influence Child 
Abuse and Neglect…Nancy Peck, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 

Research shows that there are key “red flags” common to families where child abuse and 
neglect may occur.  By reviewing data available from Child Abuse Death Review reports 
as well as other sources, we identify these risk factors and gain insight into how we can 
best serve at-risk families.  In a balanced approach, the trainer will also explore those 
“gold star” factors that serve to protect the child.  These protective factors are also 
research-based and provide layers of security to families during challenging times.  The 
end result – Participants will be able to address the red flags and enhance the gold stars so 
at-risk families benefit from improved outcomes. 

 
E07   Adult Attachment Styles, Parent-Child Interaction, and Helping Relationships…Anne 
Duggan, ScD, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and School of Public Health. 

Home visiting programs often target parents who are similar in having multiple risks for 
poor parenting, but who vary in adult attachment style.  Our own and others’ research has 
shown that maternal attachment style is linked with family engagement in home visiting, 
visit content, and impacts on outcomes.  Furthermore, research suggests that home visitor 
attachment style is related to variations in service delivery.  This workshop will examine 
the results of such research and explore the implications for policy and practice regarding 
family targeting and the design of service models and implementation systems, especially 
as relates to professional development and supervision. 

 
E08   Taking a Look Inside the "Tool Box": Getting the Most from Your Measures…Mary 
Kay Falconer, PhD, Senior Evaluator, Ounce of Prevention Fund of Florida; Marilee Comfort, 
PhD, MPH, Partner, Comfort Consults, LLC; Karin Chang-Rios, PhD, Assistant Director, 
Institute for Educational Research and Public Service, University of Kansas. 

A panel of presenters will demystify evaluation measures including the Keys to 
Interactive Parenting Scale (KIPS), Protective Factors Survey (PFS), and the Healthy 
Families Parenting Inventory (HFPI).  How should you go about choosing an instrument?  
What do you need to know about completing these tools with families?  How can you use 
the data to guide individual services to families and improve program effectiveness?   
Join us to learn how your program can use these tools to benefit families while meeting 
evaluation requirements. 
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E09   Helping the Helpers-Managing Trauma Exposure Response or Vicarious 
Trauma…Bianka Hardin, PsyD, Michelle A. Meyer, PsyD, and Cynthia Langtiw, PsyD Chicago 
School of Professional Psychology. 

Working with families who have experienced trauma is difficult. If you care about the 
work and are empathic, you can be at risk of experiencing vicarious trauma.  Although 
this is a normal and expected part of the work, we often don’t talk enough about the 
impact of the work or the importance of helping the helpers! This presentation will 
identify warning signs of vicarious trauma and assist participants in developing a plan to 
manage and prevent vicarious trauma. 

 
E10   Cultural Sensitivity Reviews - Going Beyond Race & Ethnicity…Tracie Lansing, 
LMSW, Regional Director, Healthy Families America National Office. 

This workshop will support HFA program staff in developing site specific cultural 
sensitivity reviews.  HFA is unique in its approach to helping ensure programs strive 
toward cultural sensitivity and has long since recognized cultural sensitivity as one of the 
12 Critical Elements.  Meeting participants where they are, and connecting and 
communicating effectively with parents about the well-being of their children are the 
basic tenants of HFA.  Cultural sensitivity can create avenues around communication 
barriers that can lead to frustration that can develop between the program, direct service 
staff, and the families.  Critical Element #5 reinforces the need for programs to assess 
their progress toward providing culturally sensitive services.  Ultimately, it requires a 
program to continually modify or tailor its system of service delivery to the cultural 
characteristics in its service population including personnel/staff selection, training and 
development, assessment, service planning and implementation, and program evaluation 
and participant care monitoring.  Essentially, it allows a program to become self aware 
and integrate culturally sensitive practices based on the unique characteristics of the 
families in the target and service populations.  Thus, monitoring or tailoring your services 
to meet the unique needs of the families served is a never ending process 

 
E11   HFA Supervision (Administrative, Clinical & Reflective)…Lisa Sutter, National 
Director of Training, Healthy Families America National Office 
. 

HFA standards require that supervision include accountability, skill development, and 
professional support.  But what do these really mean?   In this workshop, we will look at 
all 3 components of supervision with a focus on using them to improve the quality of 
your supervision and your program, rather than just to meet the standards.  Supervisors 
who attend this workshop are encouraged to all attend F11 if they supervise assessment 
staff and/or G11 if they supervisor home visitors. 

 
E12   Effective Home Visiting Programs I…Donna Hunt O'Brien, Director Training, 
Curriculum, and Program Innovations, Parents as Teachers National Office; Cydney Wessel, 
National Director, Healthy Families America National Office, Prevent Child Abuse America; & 
Lisa Reyes, MSW, Regional Manager,. 

Learn more about effective home visiting program models and how they can work 
together. 
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Sunday, October 14 - Breakout Sessions - 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
 
F01   Advancing Your Marketing Efforts in Today's Competitive Environment…Nancy R. 
Seely, Executive Vice President of Public Relations and Corporate Communications, The 
Shepherd Agency; Paul Calderbank, Director, Digital Development, The Shepherd Agency. 

In this session, you will learn what the new marketing trends are in advancing the mission 
of your organization.   Using traditional and non-traditional methods, Nancy and Paul 
will share some “Best Practices” in not-for-profit marketing – from reputation 
management, enhancing your brand and cutting-edge technology. 

 
F02   Utilizing Social Media to Support and Drive Social Movements…Leah Jones, Olson 
Communications; & Marci McCoy-Roth, Child Trends. 

The emergence of social media has transformed how we communicate and this is no less 
true in social movement building. Learn about trends, tools and challenges in utilizing 
social media to grow movements. 

 
F03   Improving and Expanding Home Visiting Systems in Key States…Ingrid Stegemoeller, 
State Policy Associate, Pew Home Visiting Campaign, and a panel including a state legislator, 
law enforcement official, and business leader.. 

In 2008, the Pew Center on the States launched the Pew Home Visiting campaign to 
highlight the evidence on the impact of home visiting programs and advance state policy 
that prioritizes investment in the highest quality programs that can achieve the strongest 
outcomes for children and families. In this session a panel of experts and unlikely allies 
will share effective strategies to advance evidence-based policies learned in our home 
visiting and other Pew campaigns. 

 
F04   Impact of Pornography on Children, Youth, and Culture…Cordelia Anderson, MA, 
Sensibilities, Inc.. 

Pornography affects everyone whether directly exposed to it or not.  This session 
challenges the idea that pornography is a harmless, private issue, highlighting a range of 
studies that raise pornography to a public health concern.  Information on a full spectrum 
of prevention actions and activities is also featured. 

 
F05   Building and Sustaining Collaborations in a Competitive Environment…Carla 
Snodgrass, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee & Sandra Allen, Director of Le 
Bonheur Center for Children and Parents at Le Bonheur’s Children’s Hospital. 

This workshop looks at building local and state collaborations that focus on improving 
outcomes for young children.  Learn how the journey started, pitfalls along the way, 
outcomes (both intended and unintended) and how these collaborations became a launch 
pad for creative funding and service expansion. 

 
F06   CANCELED (Part 2 only) - Red Flags and Gold Stars:  How Risk Factors and 
Protective Factors Influence Child Abuse and Neglect - Part 2.…Canceled (Part 2 only) - 
Nancy Peck, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 
 

 17



F07   Positive Discipline and Guidance Strategies Part 1 of 2 MUST REGISTER FOR 
BOTH PARTS (F07, G07)…Robin Hart, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 

Positive Discipline and Guidance Strategies training addresses the many challenges 
families face with regard to disciplining their young children.  The purpose of this 
training is to assist parents with discipline strategies that work, and to strengthen the 
skills of the worker as they discuss, practice and model these strategies with families 
during home visits. 

 
F08   Diversity of the Latin People…Elizabeth Jimenez, Statewide Healthy Families Program 
Director, Child and Family Resources. 

This work provides participants an opportunity to learn and gain an understanding of the 
diversity of the Latin people. This workshop will focus of the challenges encountered by 
home visitors in attempting to engage Latino families in the goal setting process. 
Strategies for engaging families in this process will be presented. 

 
F09   Improving Effectiveness - Part 1 of 2: Understanding Parent’s Attachment 
Styles…Kristin Velazquez Kenefick, PsyD, Chicago School of Professional Psychology. 

This presentation (part 1 of 2) will provide an overview of attachment styles that are 
commonly held by parents who may have experienced their own childhood trauma. We 
will also consider some common DSM-IV diagnoses with a trauma lens to better 
understand the manifestation of the symptoms. 

 
F10   Building Healthier Families: Recent Findings from Healthy Families America 
Research…Kristen Kirkland, PhD, Healthy Families New York, and Craig LeCroy, PhD, 
Arizona State University. 

Two of the most rigorous and recent Healthy Families America evaluations will present 
their latest findings.  Results from Healthy Families New York demonstrate the efficacy 
of a paraprofessional home visiting program in promoting children’s academic 
achievement following the transition to school. The presentation will describe the impact 
of home visiting on children’s academic outcomes, including an exploration of the 
potential mechanisms by which home visiting achieves these results; identify the 
conditions under which home visiting is particularly effective at promoting positive 
academic outcomes; and explore the relationship between home visiting service duration, 
intensity, and content and children’s academic achievement. Relevant program and policy 
implications will be discussed. 
 
The session also will discuss the randomized clinical trial of the Arizona Healthy 
Families program.  Based on a state accredited program which has been implemented for 
over 20 years, this study sought to examine the program's effectiveness on a broad range 
of potential outcomes.  Using outcomes across several domains including violent 
behavior, parenting attitudes and practices, mental health and coping, and maternal 
behaviors, the study found significant results in each of these domains.  The results 
suggest that home visitation programs can achieve results across many different domains 
of interest.  The impact of these findings on the current state of evidence in home 
visitation will be discussed. 

 

 18



F11   Reflective Supervision I - Assessment Workers…Lynn H. Kosanovich, MA, Regional 
Director, Healthy Families America National Office 

Do you struggle with supervision for your assessment worker?  Discover ways to make 
supervision more dynamic, thoughtful, and rich through the power of reflective practice.  
Reflective supervision strengthens the supervisory relationship, the office culture, and the 
FAW's ability to be truly present with families. 

 
F12   Effective Home Visiting Programs II.…Ann Adalist-Estrin, Director, National Resource 
Center on Children and Families of the Incarcerated Family and Corrections Network, & Mary 
Lindsey, State Director of Florida HIPPY, HIPPY USA 

Learn more about effective home visiting program models and how they can work 
together.  This workshop focuses on proven models such as Child First, Early 
Intervention Program for Adolescent Mothers, Family Checkup, Healthy Steps, HIPPY 
USA. 

 
F14   Help Parents Nurture their Sensational Babies and Grow Sensational Communities - 
Part 1 of 2 (Must register for both parts)…Linda W. Storm, Infant Massage USA, Springfield, 
VA, and Angela M. Rau, ACTT Consulting, St. Louis, MO. 

Every parent wants a sensational baby living in a sensational vibrant community. The 
Sensational Baby workshop is based on principles of infant and parent mental health to 
encourage secure attachments and healthy relationships. Sensational Baby incorporates 
principles of reflecting practice and modeling to teach parents to massage their baby and 
strengthen families. This interactive workshop provides attendees with valuable 
experience to better understand how infant massage can support parents to nurture their 
development of their sensational baby and grow sensational communities. 

 
 

Sunday, October 14 - Breakout Sessions – 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
G01   The Food Marketing and Child Abuse Connection -- Yet Another Adverse Childhood 
Experience?…Richard T. Cole PhD, Professor and Immediate past chairperson, Department of 
Advertising, PR, and Retailing; & Member -- Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Knowledge-to-Action Task Force on Child Abuse Prevention. 

If a conspiracy existed to shorten the lifespan of America's children, it would be hard to 
imagine a more effective strategy than facilitating the diabetes and other conditions that 
accompany obesity.  The Adverse Childhood Experience studies confirm the relationship 
between 10 categories of childhood trauma and adult psychological, emotional and 
physical illness.  Is food marketing that encourages a preference for and consumption of 
high-caloric, low nutrition foods just one more threat to childhood, and subsequently, 
adult health and wellness? 

 
G02   Furthering the Movement - Examples of Local/State Efforts…Kendra Dunn, Prevent 
Child Abuse Colorado, & Anita Odom, Prevent Child Abuse Florida. 

An interactive discussion of how two states have brought the National Movement for 
America's Children to their states and local communities. 
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G03   Federal Policy Update and Action Steps…John Sciamanna, Executive Director, 
National Child Abuse Coalition. 

Find out the latest on pressing federal priorities, including the federal budget and the 
implementation of the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program. 
Participants will also learn about actions they can take to support national advocacy 
efforts. 

 
G04   Understanding Child Sexual Abuse From an Ecological Lens: An Examination of the 
Impact of Culture on Child Sexual Abuse and Strategies.…Bianka Hardin, PsyD and 
Cynthia Langtiw, PsyD, Chicago School of Professional Psychology. 

Although child sexual abuse (CSA) is a significant public health problem, CSA has been 
viewed from an individualistic lens and failed to take important cultural and ecological 
issues into account.  It is essential to carefully consider the interactions of ecological 
factors on the child’s traumatic experience.  An ecological framework can assist those 
who work with children who have experienced sexual abuse.  Presenters will provide an 
overview of a conceptual model to understand how ecological issues and provide 
implications for prevention and intervention programming. 

 
G05   Preventing adverse childhood experiences (ACE) and their consequences: Policies 
and programs for whole person supports.…Heather Larkin, PhD, LCSW-R, State University 
of New York at Albany. 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are associated with costly and deleterious health 
and social problems, such as homelessness. Restorative Integral Support (RIS), a new 
practice framework, combines knowledge of trauma, resilience, and recovery in 
facilitating approaches that serve the whole person in public policy, program design and 
delivery, and community development.  
  
This presentation will address how ACE research can be used as a policy advocacy tool, 
supporting Prevent Child Abuse America’s advocacy efforts. By applying the RIS model 
in policy and practice, ACE-informed programs can be developed by bringing together 
best practices that address ACEs or ACE-related consequences, as well as other trauma, 
within intentionally developed healthy social networks. Examples will be provided. 
 

 
G06   CANCELED - MOVED to H06 - Uncommon Uses for Common Household Items - 
Picking Up on the Environmental Clues of a Drug Problem in the Home…MOVED to H06 - 
Kendra Dunn, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Colorado & Jade Woodard, Executive 
Director, Colorado Drug Endangered Children 
. 
 
G07   Positive Discipline and Guidance Strategies. Part 2 of 2 MUST REGISTER FOR 
BOTH PARTS (F07, G07)…Robin Hart, Trainer, Healthy Families Florida. 

Positive Discipline and Guidance Strategies training addresses the many challenges 
families face with regard to disciplining their young children.  The purpose of this 
training is to assist parents with discipline strategies that work, and to strengthen the 
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skills of the worker as they discuss, practice and model these strategies with families 
during home visits. 

 
G08   Translating Risk to Protective Factors…Tracie Lansing, LMSW, Regional Director, 
Healthy Families America National Office. 

According to the Center for the Study of Social Policy, successful services must both 
reduce risk factors and promote protective factors to ensure the well-being of children 
and families.  The comprehensive assessment process utilized in the Healthy Families 
America model provides a wonderful opportunity to identify both strengths and needs of 
families.  While risk factors may be easily identified, the development and focus of 
services to include the attainment of protective factors building on identified strengths is 
a powerful, strength-based approach of enduring benefits.  This workshop will explore 
how identified risk factors can easily be translated into desired protective factors to 
heighten program effectiveness. 

 
G09   Improving Effectiveness - Part 2 of 2: Working with Challenging Parents…Kristin 
Velazquez Kenefick, PsyD, Chicago School of Professional Psychology. 

We recommend that participants register for both part 1 and 2, but not required. In part 2, 
we will discuss concrete ways to intervene with parents who present in challenging ways. 
Role plays and other activities will be utilized to demonstrate the concepts learned in part 
1. 

 
G10   Healthy Families America Innovations: Examples from the Field…Gail Breakey, 
MPH, Hawaii Family Support Institute, Kathryn Harding, MA, Prevent Child Abuse America, 
Vicki McGaughey, RN, Healthy Families Pinellas, Nick D. Wechsler, MA, Ounce of Prevention 
Fund. 

Many Healthy Families America sites have developed innovations that improve services 
to families and overall program effectiveness.  The Healthy Families America national 
office is developing a database of innovations that will make this information available to 
the entire network.  This session will showcase selected innovations, including the 
addition of a nurse as a resource to the home visiting team (Healthy Families Pinellas), 
and doula services (Healthy Families Illinois). 

 
G11   Reflective Supervision II - Home Visitors…Satya Kline, M.Ed., Regional Director, 
Healthy Families America National Office. 

Support your home visitors to grow personally and professionally through the art of 
reflective supervision.  Increase staff retention and create healthy, thriving teams by 
bringing the power of reflection into the office culture.  Watch relationships deepen, 
boundaries improve and family outcomes increase through this parallel. 

 
G12   Evolution of Home Visiting Continuum…Sarita Rogers, MPP, Assistant Director of 
Programs, Director of Home Visiting, Massachusetts Children’s Trust Fund; Karen Benjamin, 
MPH, MCHES, Program Manager, Essex Pregnancy & Parenting Connection, Prevent Child 
Abuse New Jersey;  Gina Hernandez, MA, C. 

Join us for a Panel of representatives from three different states illustrating how multiple 
proven home visiting models have collaborated to create a continuum of services to 
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families.  Panelists will discuss how leadership has worked to support the implementation 
of these models and shared resources to maintain cost effectiveness. 

 
G14   Help Parents Nurture their Sensational Babies and Grow Sensational Communities - 
Part 2 of 2 (Must register for both parts)…Linda W. Storm, Infant Massage USA, Springfield, 
VA, and Angela M. Rau, ACTT Consulting, St. Louis, MO. 

Every parent wants a sensational baby living in a sensational vibrant community. The 
Sensational Baby workshop is based on principles of infant and parent mental health to 
encourage secure attachments and healthy relationships. Sensational Baby incorporates 
principles of reflecting practice and modeling to teach parents to massage their baby and 
strengthen families. This interactive workshop provides attendees with valuable 
experience to better understand how infant massage can support parents to nurture their 
development of their sensational baby and grow sensational communities. 

 
 
Monday, October 15, 2012 
 
Monday, October 15 – Breakout Sessions - 8:00 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
H01   CANCELED - The socially responsible company – how its commitment to 
community impacts all segments of the business…Larry Kozin, Chairman & Founder, 
MainStreetChamber; additional presenters to be announced. 
 
H01a   Community Readiness:  Assessment and Application…Linda Stanley, PhD, Tri-Ethnic 
Center for Prevention Research, Colorado State University. 

The Community Readiness Model was developed at the Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention 
Research to assess how ready a community is to address an issue. The basic premise is 
that matching an intervention to a community’s level of readiness is absolutely essential 
for success.  In this training, the basic steps of conducting a community readiness 
assessment will be presented, including choosing and surveying key informants, scoring, 
and formulating actions steps based on readiness levels.   Specific attention will be given 
to assessing readiness for issues related to child abuse. 

 
H02   Using Evaluation to Improve our Public Awareness Campaigns—A “Treasure 
Trove” of Tips and Tools…Mary Kay Falconer, PhD, Anita Odom,  & Lonnie Parizek, Ounce 
of Prevention Fund of Florida. 

From the perspective of a Director of a Prevent Child Abuse America Chapter, a 
Communications Director, and an Evaluator, this session sheds light on the why and how 
to use evaluation to improve our public awareness campaigns.  Several public awareness 
campaigns in the prevention arena in Florida will be used for illustration purposes.  
Identifying techniques and tools that are possible on tight budgets will also be 
emphasized.  Session attendees will obtain a useful selection of tips and tools to 
strengthen public awareness campaign activities and products. 
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H03   Different Approaches with One Goal: Ending Child Sexual Abuse…Jolie Logan, 
Darkness to Light, Yvonne Cournoyer, Stop It Now!, & Jennifer Rison, Prevent Child Abuse 
America. 

This workshop will present advocacy strategies to promote child sexual abuse prevention 
efforts. 

 
H04   Preventing Child Sexual Abuse in Youth-Serving Organizations:  The Power of 
Combining Knowledge with Strong Policies.…Joan Tabachnick, MBA, DSM Consulting. 

The Penn State tragedy has propelled organizations to think about what they need to do to 
protect children in their care from sexual abuse.This program of the Enough Abuse 
Campaign will convey the basics that EVERY organization needs to have in place to 
ensure a safe environment for children. It will outline additional steps that can be taken to 
develop a comprehenisve set of policies and practices including codes of conduct and 
ways organizations can heal after disclosures or allegations.  
Interactive exercises will offer participants a chance to examine what they might need for 
their unique program, facility or population served. 

 
H05   A Shared Responsibility: Preventing Child Neglect is More Than a Family 
Matter…Cailin O'Connor, MS, Consultant to the National Alliance of Children's Trust Funds. 

All of us want the children in our country to grow up safe and supported by strong 
families.  Unfortunately, in many families there are issues of neglect, sometimes related 
to poverty or other issues beyond the control of individual families. As rates of child 
abuse are reduced, rates of neglect are increasing significantly and bringing serious 
concerns related to child well-being, early brain development and family capacity to care 
for their children. There are positive steps we all can take to turn this around, some of 
them simple to implement.  Join us to learn more about the issues, what is working and 
how you can be an agent of positive change. 

 
H06   Uncommon Uses for Common Household Items - Picking Up on the Environmental 
Clues of a Drug Problem in the Home (Moved from G06)…Kendra Dunn, Executive 
Director, Prevent Child Abuse Colorado & Jade Woodard, Executive Director, Colorado Drug 
Endangered Children. 

Do you know how to pick up on the clues that substance use, distribution, cultivation or 
manufacturing might be occurring in a home without actually seeing the drugs?   If  so,  
what does that mean for the children living there?  What kinds of referrals might be 
helpful? Does  child protection need to be notified? Identifying addiction issues within 
the home is essential to helping a parent get the most from the family support services 
being offered. This session will address how to identify drug activity in a home, make 
appropriate referrals, and ensure child safety so that families can thrive. 

 
H07   Speak Up Be Safe™ - Florida’s Inspiring Efforts to Educate and Empower Children 
and Adults to Prevent Abuse and Bullying through a Unique School and Community 
Model…Stacy Pendarvis, MSW, MA – Trainer/Prevention Specialist and Lynn Layton – 
Executive Director, Monique Burr Foundation for Children, Inc.. 

In just over two years, the Monique Burr Foundation for Children has dramatically 
changed the landscape in child abuse prevention education in the state of Florida. 
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Following research guidelines and best practice standards and working with a national 
child abuse organization and research university they developed and are now using a 
brand new, comprehensive prevention curriculum called Speak Up Be Safe™. As of this 
school year, over 400,000 Florida students will be educated and empowered with this 
curriculum. Children CAN help adults keep them safe and adults can use this information 
to educate and empower children. Everyone can learn from this program and together we 
can better protect children from all forms of child abuse and bullying, cyberbullying and 
digital abuse. Learn about the curriculum development and history, the philosophical and 
research basis for the use of a program in schools with children, what the program targets 
for behavior change and why, and how it impacts and involves parents and communities. 

 
H08   Eating an Elephant:  Using Social Media to Achieve Big Change…Beth Roberts, 
University of Kansas School of Social Welfare & Tracie Lansing, LMSW, Regional Director, 
Healthy Families America National Office. 

The Generations Project made extensive use of social media to 1) develop social support, 
2) educate, and 3) motivate healthy actions for parenting teens and their families.  This 
workshop will provide information on how to design, digitize, and distribute information 
with a clear goal of impacting key outcomes one byte at a time. 

 
H09   Understanding How Cultural and Societal Issues Impact the Well-Being of 
Families…Bianka Hardin, PsyD and Michelle A. Meyer, PsyD, Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology. 

This presentation will provide an overview of cultural and societal issues that impact 
disclosure of child sexual abuse, service utilization, and prevention programming. 
Presenters will discuss common cultural and societal barriers and provide 
recommendations for decreasing stigma and enhancing prevention programming. 

 
H10   The MIECHV Benchmark Outcomes:  Monitoring Home Visiting 
Performance…Lance Till, MS, Research Associate, James Bell Associates. 

Bring your questions to this workshop with a representative of the federal Maternal Infant 
Early Childhood Home Visiting Initiative.  We will focus on understanding how states 
will measure and report on performance benchmarks to meet federal requirements. 

 
H11   HFA Best Practice Standards Part I...HFA National Staff…Kate Whitaker and HFA 
National Staff. 

The Healthy Families America Best Practice Standards are in the final stages of revisions 
with an anticipated publishing date in January 2013, becoming operational in July of 
2013.  This session will begin with the foundation behind the Best Practice standards and 
will provide an overview of the changes to expect.  Come learn about the new and 
revised standards along with any changes in intent or emphasis to assist your program in 
accreditation preparation.  There will be time for questions and answers.  IF CHOOSING 
THIS WORKSHOP, PLEASE REGISTER FOR BOTH PARTS. 

 
H12   CANCELED - Designing the All Babies Cry Program: Building a primary prevention 
from the audience up, on a foundation of protective factors…Lisa McElaney, MFA, Principal 
Investigator, Vida Health Communications, Cambridge, MA. 
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Monday, October 15 – Breakout Sessions – 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
I01   The Role of the Sports World in Supporting Healthy Child Development…Bahati 
VanPelt | Director, Player Development & Youth Football  Jacksonville Jaguars, LLC. 

In this session, we will explore how the sports world can deliver the message that we all 
play a role in ensuring the healthy development of our nation's children. 

 
I02   Movement Case Study II - Tobacco Free Florida…Representatives of Tobacco Free 
Florida. 

An interactive discussion on getting movement campaigns off of the ground, steps, 
challenges and successes. 

 
I03   Electoral Advocacy for Nonprofits: Get Your Voices Heard…Jennifer Rison, Senior 
Director of Public Policy, Prevent Child Abuse America, & MaryLou Beaver, Director of New 
England State Campaigns, Every Child Matters. 

During an election, candidates for office are especially primed to hear from their 
constituents on the matters that are most important to them. Do not miss out on this 
opportunity to educate and engage candidates on your organization’s priorities.  Come to 
this session to find out how your 501c3 organization can advance its mission through 
legal and effective electoral advocacy. 

 
I04   The National Plan to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation…Cordelia 
Anderson, MA – Sensibilities, Inc.; Past President, National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual 
Abuse & Exploitation; & Deborah Callins, MAEd – Prevention Director, National Children’s 
Advocacy Center; President, National Coalition to Prevent Chil. 

This workshop provides information on the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual 
Abuse and Exploitation and highlights key information from their recently updated 
National Prevention Plan. The presentation includes highlights from the plan such as: a 
brief review of recent literature pertaining to the scope and nature of the problem, goals, 
concrete strategies and resources that workshop participants can use within their own 
practices and communities. This workshop will be interactive to help draw on the 
resources and experiences of the audience. 

 
I05   Leadership Challenge: Developing Leadership Skills at all Levels of an 
Organization…Carla Snodgrass, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee. 

Whether you are a front line worker,  mid-level manager, or CEO you are in a leadership 
role.  This workshop applies the Five Practices of Exemplary Leadership® developed by 
Kouzes and Posner (Model the Way, Inspire a Shared Vision, Challenge the Process, 
Enable Others to Act, and Encourage the Heart) to the work you do every day with 
families, peers and those you directly supervise.  Take away new practices and how to 
integrate these 5 practices in enhancing your job performance. 
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I06   Building Strong Families, Parent-Child Interaction, and School Readiness Skills: A 
Proven Home-Visiting Model Bridges the Achievement Gap and Prepares Children for 
School Success…Sarah E. Walzer, Chief Executive Officer, The Parent-Child Home Program. 

The Parent-Child Home Program is an evidence-based, intensive home visiting model 
focused on preparing young children for school success by increasing language and 
literacy skills and creating language and literacy-rich home environments, enhancing 
social-emotional development, and strengthening the parent-child relationship.  It has a 
long history of success in engaging and retaining participants, and expertise in working 
with diverse languages and cultures.  Its “light touch” with high needs families to bridge 
the achievement gap effectively builds the cognitive and social-emotional skills necessary 
for school success and prepares children for high school graduation. 

 
I07   Infant Mental Health: In Healthy Families Programs Everyone Plays a Role…Shannon 
Key, LPC, NCC, Kathy Stemm, HFA Home Visitor-IL, and Nick Wechsler, MA, Infant Specialist, 
is the Director for Program Development for the Ounce of Prevention Fund in Illinois. 

This presentation will include a case presentation by staff from a Healthy Families 
Program in Rockford Illinois that illustrates the intersection and collaboration of work 
between a Family Support Worker and an Infant Mental Health Clinician who combined 
their efforts on behalf of an infant and young mother. The discussion will depict the roles 
each play with the family, will illustrate how each staff member brings their own 
knowledge and abilities to serve the family, and will demonstrate how their ongoing 
collaboration provides critical support to this young family. The presentation will include 
a panel discussion, video, and audience participation not only focused on the case itself, 
but to describe and explore the various program interventions utilized in this Healthy 
Family Program designed to promote secure attachments between parents and their 
children. 

 
I08   CHEEERing on the Parent-Child Relationship…Lisa Sutter, National Director of 
Training, Healthy Families America National Office. 

Attentive eyes and careful consideration of subtle interactions during a home visit can 
make all the difference in the cultivation of positive parent-child relationships.  If you’ve 
heard of the CHEEERS framework, tried your hand at CHEEERS before, or become 
frustrated with the tool in your home visits, come to this workshop to be well-informed, 
refreshed and re-energized.  You won’t want to miss it! 

 
I10   Kids, Critters and Abuse: The Links between Animal Cruelty and Child 
Maltreatment (Moved from E05)…Phil Arkow, Instructor, Animal-Assisted Therapy, Harcum 
College & Camden County College   Consultant, ASPCA & Animals and Society Institute Chair, 
Animal Abuse and Family Violence Prevention Project, The Latham Foundation Coordinator, 
National Link Coalition. 

Pets are part of the ecosystems of an overwhelming majority of children and highly 
significant to children’s emotional development. Evidence-based research connects 
animal abuse and neglect with other family problems including child abuse, sexual abuse, 
domestic violence and elder abuse. Cruelty to animals when perpetrated or witnessed by 
children frequently is an indicator and predictor of interpersonal, family, and community 
violence, and is strongly represented in the criminal histories of adult offenders.   The 
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area where animal cruelty, child maltreatment, domestic violence, and elder abuse 
intersect is called “The Link.” By addressing family violence through this multi-species 
lens, child abuse prevention can result in earlier and more effective prevention, 
assessment, intervention and treatment strategies. 

 
I11   HFA Best Practice Standards Part II...HFA National Staff.…Kate Whitaker and HFA 
National Staff. 

The Healthy Families America Best Practice Standards are in the final stages of revisions 
with an anticipated publishing date in January 2013, becoming operational in July of 
2013.  This session will continue with an overview of the changes to expect in the 
standards.  There will be time for questions and answers.  IF CHOOSING THIS 
WORKSHOP, PLEASE REGISTER FOR BOTH PARTS. 

 
I12   Future Direction of the Healthy Families America Model - The View from 30,000 
Feet…Kathryn Harding, MA, Interim Senior Director of Research, Prevent Child Abuse 
America, & Cydney M. Wessel, MSW, National Director, Healthy Families America National 
Office. 

What have we learned in the past 20 years that can inform HFA's ongoing evolution to 
serve the ever-changing needs of families?  What will HFA look like in the next 20 
years?  This workshop will cover plans to increase the success of the HFA model, 
including enhancements to address major risk factors such as maternal depression, 
domestic violence, and substance abuse, and monitoring outcomes on a national scale. 

 
 

Closing Session & Luncheon -  11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Plenary Speaker: 
 

Reverend Darrell L. Armstrong, MDiv., Ed.S, MFT, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist 
Church and Prevent Child Abuse America Board Member 
 

Snapshots of a Foster Child: Promoting Prevention and the Protective 
Factors in the Lives of Children and Their Families 


