
Promoting Child Development by Supporting Families      Prevent Child Abuse America 
Fact Sheet 

 

When we invest in healthy child development, we are investing in community and economic development. 
Unfortunately, children are sometimes exposed to extreme and sustained stress like child abuse and 
neglect, which can undermine a child’s development. 
 
Prevent Child Abuse America focuses on public policies that prioritize prevention from the start to make 
sure child abuse and neglect never occur. Effective parenting and nurturing familial relationships lay the 
foundation for children’s healthy development and for a stable and productive society.  
 
Healthy family environments can be the product of: 1) parents that feel comfortable seeking assistance or 
advice with regard to their parenting and do not feel that asking for help promotes a poor reflection on 
their parenting abilities; 2) parents that understand children’s developmental stages and hold reasonable, 
age-appropriate expectations of their children’s abilities; and/or 3) communities that have a range support 
and services available to children and families. Policies and services should enable children to reach their 
full potential by ensuring that they grow up in nurturing and stable environments free from abuse and 
neglect enable. 
 

Prevent Child Abuse America advocates for:
 1  

 
1. Increasing funding for evidence-based family support services and other necessary 

resources so that they can be established in all communities and made available to all 
families. Such services include:  
o Evidence-based Family Support Services: 

No one family support program provides families with all the tools they need to foster safe and 
healthy environments for children because families are unique. Each community must provide 
an array of evidence-based support services so that every parent and family has access to the 
supports they need. Examples include: home visiting; parent support groups; family resource 
centers; early childhood programs; parent education; and services to address the needs of 
teenage parents.  

 

o Services to Address the Basic Needs of a Developing Child: 
All families have basic needs that must be met to create the best possible environment for a 
developing child. Such basic needs include: safe housing; quality health care (prenatal, 
dental, and mental health); quality child and respite care; access to workforce development 
programs and employment; and access to quality nutritional programs. 

 

o Services to Address Key Risk Factors: 
Addressing key risk factors for abuse can place parents in a better position to provide healthy 
and nurturing environments for their children. These services include: quality substance 
abuse treatment services; quality domestic violence programs; and quality mental health 
services.  

 
2. Promoting the notion of a shared societal responsibility for investing in the healthy 

development of children and providing all families with the support and resources they 
need and deserve. 
Societal investment in the well being of children and families can create confident, 
knowledgeable, and prepared parents that can form the foundation for families in which children 
are more stable, healthier, and better prepared to learn.  
 

3. Conducting research to understand the best ways to reach parents and the public with 
messages underscoring the importance of supporting families effectively. 

 
Contact: Bridget Gavaghan, Senior Director of Public Policy, Prevent Child Abuse America, 312-663-
3520, ext. 819, bgavaghan@preventchildabuse.org.  

                                                 
1
 For more information, see Prevent Child Abuse America’s Position Statement Promoting Child Development by 
Supporting Families, available online at: http://www.preventchildabuse.org/advocacy/position_statements.shtml.  


