
l o o k in’u p

The Daddy Strategy page 7

Chapter news/Partner updates/New publications/Coming events

f a l l 2 0 0 0

HFA celebrates growth and success   page 3



t h a n k sTo our donorsDear Friends:

H FA Awards Dinner
PCA America gratefully acknow l e d ge s
the following individuals and corp o r a-
t i o n s , for their generous support of 
the Healthy Families America® (HFA )
Awa rds Dinner on September 6 in 
N ew York City.

$150,000 +
Bear Stearns & Co., I n c .

$50,000 +
Freddie Mac

$25,000 +
B l a c k R o c k ,I n c .
B l aylock & P a rt n e rs ,L . P.
C a dwa l a d e r, W i c ke r sham & Ta f t
C i t i g r o u p
C o u n t rywide Home Loans
Deloitte & To u c h e
Deutsche Banc Alex Brown
Euro Broke rs ,I n c .
Fannie Mae
Garban Intercapital
GE Capital Mortgage Cor p o r a t i o n
G o l d m a n , Sachs & Co. 
Hunter Specialists, L L C
J . P. Morgan
Kelso & Company
Kramer Levin Naftalis & F r a n ke l
Lehman Brothers
M e rrill Lynch & Co., I n c .
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co.
Sallie Mae
Stroock & Stroock & La v a n

15,000 +
ABN AMRO Inc.
Brown & Wo o d ,L L P
M r. and Mrs. Robert Dughi
M r. Wa rren Spector
National Basketball Association
Pa u l ,H a s t i n g s ,J a n o f s ky & Wa l ke r
Wells Fargo Mor t g a g e

We also extend our gratitude to all the
Event Co-Chairs for making this year’s
H FA Awa rds Dinner such a success.

Alan S. Bern i ko w
Dennis J. Block, E s q .
Thomas E. Constance
Laurence D. F i n k
Paul M. Fr i e d m a n
Richard S. Fuld, J r.
Thomas W. Jones
D avid H. Ko m a n s ky
Stanford L. Ku rl a n d
M a rk E. Lehman
A l b e rt L. Lord
Thomas H. Mann
John A. Mulheren

Frank Nicke l l
Craig M. Over l a n d e r
H e n ry M. Pa u l s o n ,J r.
Philip J. Purcell
Ronald Purp o r a
Franklin D. Raines
J. Douglas Rhoten
Gil Scharf
James R. Ta n e n b a u m ,E s q .
Douglas A. Wa rn e r.

2000 HFA National Conference
PCA America would like to thank the
Freddie Mac Fo u n d a t i o n and R o n a l d
McDonald House Charities for their 
lead support of HFA , and the follow i n g
c o rp o r a t i o n s , foundations and individuals
for their continued support of the HFA
p r og r a m , including support of the 2000
H FA National Confere n c e , “Sharing 
Our Stre n g t h s .”

A n d e rsen Consulting
B e a r, S t e a rns & Co., I n c .
B l a c k R o c k ,I n c .
The Michael Bolton Charities
Jackson R. Booth
B u rns International Services               

C o rp o r a t i o n
C o u n t rywide Home Loans, I n c .
Paul and Tyler Belnap
Fannie Mae Fo u n d a t i o n
G o l d m a n , Sachs & Co.
Keebler Foods Company
The Francis L. Lederer F o u n d a t i o n
The David and Lucile Pa c k a r d

Fo u n d a t i o n
The Pajeau Children’s Fo u n d a t i o n
The Frank P. Smeal Charitable 

Lead Tru s t
W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone
The Craig Young Family F o u n d a t i o n

PCA America gratefully acknow l e d ge s
S u p p o rting Sponsor C o c a - C o l a a n d
C o n t r i buting Sponsor B e e c h - N u t
Nutrition Corp o r a t i o n for their
generous support of the 2000
H FA National Confere n c e .

We would also like to thank the 
f o l l owing companies for ge n e r o u s l y
donating goods and services to the
2000 HFA National Confere n c e .

American Humane Association
Averitt Express
C i v i t a s
Kettle Fo o d s
Print King, I n c .
Quill Corp o r a t i o n

hat a wonderful summer we’ve had 
here at Prevent Child A buse America, 
capped off by a September fi l l e d

with one exciting development after another,
as you’ll read in the following pages.

For starters, we held an incredibly 
successful conference for our Healthy Fa m i l i e s
America network in Atlanta this September. More

than 1,800 people attended the
conference to share their ideas
on strengthening our voluntary
home visiting program across
the country.

In September, we also
held a successful fundraising
dinner in New York City, raising

$1 million for the Campaign for Healthy Fa m i l i e s .
And the month ended with the announce-

ment that we had received two new grants in 
support of our prevention efforts. The fi r s t ,
from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation for 
$1.4 million over three years, will fund a new
nationwide public service campaign. And the 
second, from the Office of Child A buse and
N eglect, will provide $500,000 annually for our
joint efforts with the Family Support Roundtable
to expand mutual self-help support programs for 
parents in underserved areas around the country.

These achievements would never have been
possible without the hard work and dedication of
our chapters, our HFA network, our funding partners,
our board of directors and our staff.

Looking back, it was an amazing few
months. Now, we’re looking forward, and …
Lookin’up.

Best wishes,

A. Sidney Johnson III

P resident and CEO
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Imagine... 
growing up afraid.  

Imagine... 
growing up believing 
you cannot achieve 
your dreams.  

Imagine...
not growing up at all.

Help us create a world 
without child abuse!
We are pleased to invite you to join us as a f o u n d i n g
member of PCA America! We are valuing children,
strengthening families and engaging communities 
to create a world without child a b u s e , and you can 
be a part of it.  

As a member of PCA America you will help make 
a difference in the lives of children and families
nationwide. Your support will allow our many special
programs and services to continue,
and to grow. And, just as
i m p o rt a n t l y, your members h i p
helps us spread the word 
and reach more people 
each day with our
message of hope.



Join today ! If you join before the end of the
year you will receive special recognition as one of
our founding members. Become a member today by
mailing in the attached form or visiting our web s i t e
at w w w. p rev e n t c h i l d a bu s e . o r g. For more inform a t i o n ,
call our hotline at 1 . 8 0 0 . 7 0 4 . 4 3 5 7 , ext. 190.

$ 3 5 contribution level —  Welcome Pa c ke t ,
n ew s l e t t e rs , blue ribbon pin, and invitations 
to local ev e n t s

$ 5 0 contribution level — All of the abov e ,
plus special announcements and updates

$ 1 0 0 contribution level — All of the abov e ,p l u s
recognition in annual report ,n ewsletter and web site,
and copy of annual report .

$ 2 5 0 contribution level — All of the abov e ,
plus 10% discount on confe r e n c e s

$ 5 0 0 contribution level — All of the abov e ,
plus your name on our Children’s Wall and a we l c o m e
call from a Board Member

$ 1 0 0 0 contribution level — All of the abov e ,
plus an invitation to the Gold & Silver Ball, and 500
American Airlines miles.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________

State: _________________________ Zip: ______________

E-mail: ___________________________________________

Ye s, I would like to become a Founding Member o f
P r event Child Abuse America at the following lev e l .

$35 __ $50 __ $100 __ $250 __ $500 __ $1000 __

My check made to Prevent Child Abuse America 
is enclosed. < O R >
Please charge my :
Visa ___ MasterCard ___ American Express ___

Card Number: ____________________________________

Expiration: ________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________



HFA Awards Dinner and National Conference

HFA Celebrates 
Growth and Success
This year has been an incredible year of growth and

success for our voluntary home visitation program,

Healthy Families America. Over the past year, HFA

has added 100 new sites, bringing the total to 426

programs nationwide. In September, the annual HFA

Aw a rds Dinner raised over $1 million for the

program. And, HFA held it’s most successful National

Conference to date.

The biggest reward from HFA’s success, however, is that it’s

reaching even more families than ever before. With 426 sites

across the country, HFA now reaches nearly 55,000 parents.

Through its community-based programs, HFA is helping parents

to be the best parents possible, reducing the risk of child abuse.

And, as HFA continues to expand, more people and communities

are recognizing the value and importance of voluntary home

visitation programs, and the role these programs play in

preventing child abuse and neglect. 

$1 million raised for HFA campaign

The advances made by HFA would not be possible without

the generous support the program receives from numerous

individuals, foundations and corporations.  

This fall, that support continued with the annual

HFA Awards Dinner held as part of the Campaign for Healthy

Families, a major fundraising effort to support the growth and

quality of HFA nationwide. Held in New York City on

September 6, the Awards Dinner raised over $1 million while

honoring Warren J. Spector , executive vice president of Bear,

Stearns & Co., for his outstanding achievements in improving

the lives of children and families. More than 300 leaders from

New York’s financial and corporate communities attended the

event at the Pierre Hotel in New York City. The evening, hosted

by NBC NewsChannel 4 Meteorologist Janice Huff, included a

keynote address by noted advocate and child welfare expert

Geoffrey Canada. Thanks to the efforts of Event Chair Leland

C. Brendsel, Freddie Mac chairman and CEO, and Planning

Committee Co-Chair Laurence D. Fink , chairman and CEO of

BlackRock, Inc., the evening was a huge success. A list of

the event co-chairs, and individual and corporate sponsors

is shown on page 2. 

S p e c t o r ’s passion and dedication to strengthening

families and preventing child abuse has been evident through his

ongoing support of HFA. In accepting the award, Spector said,

“I’ve come to think of their (HFA’s) mission with a simple

phrase. I call it ‘mentoring for good parenting,’ because that’s

what home visitors do for these families. I realized … that for

the good of the children, for the good of the families, for the

good of the nation, this might be the most important organization

we could all support.”

National Conference largest to date

The incredible strides made by HFA were never more apparent

than at the 2000 HFA Conference, “Sharing our Strengths.”

Jointly hosted with our Georgia chapter, the Georgia Council

on Child Abuse, Inc., the conference was held in Atlanta,

September 9-12. More than 1,800 people from across the

country attended the conference.

People from all aspects of the HFA network, from

researchers and family support workers, to program managers

and state leaders, came together for four days to share their

successes, learn about new research findings, and enhance their

skills. There were over 90 workshops, roundtable discussions 

(Left to right) Sid Johnson,president and CEO, Prevent Child Abuse America; Maura Somers
Dughi,chair, Prevent Child Abuse America; Warren J. Spector, executive vice president,Bear,
Stearns & Co.; Leland C. Brendsel,chairman and CEO, Freddie Mac

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9



IA

CT

MT

VT
c h a p t er n ew s

Prevent Child Abuse America chapters and Healthy Families

America sites—

Please share inform a t i o n about your plans, projects and successes

by writing to: Greer Thornton,Prevent Child Abuse America,

200 South Michigan A v e n u e , 17th Floor, Chicago IL 60604.2404. 

Or e-mail her at gthornton@preventchildabuse.org.

From Prevent Child Abuse America

V e r m o n t e rs step out for childre n . I n d ividuals, fa m i l i e s ,

businesses and organizations walked through Montpelier

to raise funds and awareness of child abuse prevention on

August 19. The 2000 Walk for Children fundraiser attracted

approximately 325 wa l kers, including Sen. James Jeffords

(R-VT) and Vermont Lt. Gov. Doug Racine (D-VT).  

This first-time event was a huge success, raising

over $40,000 in pledges and business sponsorships. Ti t l e

sponsors — Grand Union and McDonald’s — were joined by 

85 other businesses and organizations. More than 50 prizes

were awarded to wa l kers. Funds raised will support PCA

Vermont programs, including Parents To g e t h e r™, T h e

Nurturing Parent, Child and Teen Programs, and The 

Sexual Abuse Free Environment for Te e n s™ ( S A F E - T ) .

P revent Child A buse Ve r m o n t

M ontanans confirm support for prevention efforts.

On June 1, our Montana chapter, the Montana Council

for Families, announced the results of a pubic opinion poll

finding that 78 percent of Montanans believe child abuse 

p r evention is more critical than intervention or treatment.

The poll was designed to provide baseline data on Montanans’

attitudes toward specific child welfare issues. Presented at 

a press conference on the steps of the capitol in Helena, the

announcement of these results received an incredible response,

including statewide evening news coverage and placement

in five of six major newspapers. Montana Council for Families

KY
E dna McConnell Clark Foundation awards $75,000 

each to PCA Kentucky and PCA Iowa. These funds

will allow PCA Ke n t u c ky, with Ke n t u c ky Youth A d vocates and

C h i l d r e n ’s Alliance, to promote child protective services reform.

Working collaborative l y, the organizations will focus on mov i n g

t oward community-based work, earlier interventions, and

i m p r oved services, and on educating key stakeholders and the

public about community child protection. This grant represents

the largest, single non-governmental grant ever awarded to 

PCA Ke n t u c ky.  

In Iowa, this grant will fund the project, “Expanding

Community Partnerships in Iowa .” This project is a collaboration

between PCA Iowa, the Child and Family Policy Center, and 

the State Public Policy Group. These organizations will wo r k

together to provide greater public awareness about community

partnerships and invo l vement in the protection of children.

P revent Child A buse Ke n t u cky, Prevent Child A buse Iowa

ala honors child adv o c a t e s . In conjunction with

PCA A m e r i c a , P r event Child  A buse Connecticut presented

the “Night of the Child Gala” on September 22. The event 

honored the following individuals for their outstanding

a c h i evements in improving the lives of children and fa m i l i e s :

Michael Bolton, our honorary chair; Judge Frederica S.

B r e n n e m a n; Connecticut Rep. John W. Thompson; and U . S .

Sen. Christopher Dodd who was also an honorary chair

for the event. Also serving as honorary event chairs for the

evening were The Honorable and Mrs. John G. Rowland. T h i s

event was made possible thanks to the generous support of

i t s Platinum Circle Sponsor, Tr av e l e rs Life and Annuity.

Additional sponsors included Aetna Financial Serv i c e s,

American Airl i n e s, GE Financial Assurance, L a n d m a rk

Partners, Radnor Holdings Corporation, Sara and David

C a rs o n and Wally Lamb. P revent Child Abuse Connecticut

G

™ Parents Together and Sexual Abuse Free Environment for Teens are trademarks registered to 
Prevent Child Abuse Vermont



HFA
HFA launches new brand identity. PCA America is

pleased to announce the launch of a new brand identity

for Healthy Families America.  The new HFA logo w a s

unveiled this September at the HFA National Conference

in Atlanta and has been well received by the HFA network,

chapters, board members and staff.  

The new HFA logo features a quilt patch design with

wonderful country blue and deep sage green colors. Our

intention was to develop a new brand identity for HFA

that was meaningful

and distinct,while

also being inviting 

and friendly. The

quilt concept was

chosen because,

l i ke quilts, H FA is made up of many different parts 

that are the strongest when pieced together.

Using this brand identity as our foundation, we are

also developing “seals” for use by credentialed HFA sites,

as well as a graphic standards manual describing the

appropriate use of the trademark. We expect to complete

and distribute this manual,along with camera-ready ar t ,

sometime after the first of the year.

The new branding process for HFA was initiated after

launching the new identity for PCA America in March

1999. Our thanks to e v e ryone who provided input into

this process. We hope you are as excited as we are about

the new brand identity for Healthy Families America.

PCA America presents annual “HFA Service

Excellence Awards.” In recognition of their outstanding

w o rk to promote program services to families in their

communities, we presented “Service Excellence Awards”

to four local HFA program staff. The awards were presented

during the 2000 HFA National Conference on September

11 in Atlanta.

For the past five years, Margaret “Peggy” Diaz has

supported and advanced the Healthy Families p r o g r a m as

a family assessment worker for Child and Family Resources,

I n c . ,H e a l t hy Families Sierra Vista in Arizona. Diaz ensures

social support for families through monthly playgroups

and special events. In addition,she created a car seat

program,which distributes car seats to families through

the governor’s office.  

Carmel Munroe has served as program manager for

Healthy Families Orange in Orlando, Florida,since 1995.

Her relentless advocacy effor ts were rewarded when the

Florida legislature appropriated an initial $10 million 

in 1998 and an additional $12.5 million in 1999 for

implementing Healthy Families programs across Florida.

Denise Rosa w o rks as a family support worker 

for Healthy Families in Jamaica Plain and Roxbury,

Massachusetts. Her diligence in creating and operating 

a service plan for each of her families has resulted in

every infant receiving immunizations,and every family

being linked to medical care and receiving family 

planning counseling.

Under the leadership of Program Director Kathleen

Strader, Healthy Families Oakland County in Michigan 

has gone from a collaboration of four organizations to

n i n e , has expanded its funding sources from one to 12,

and has increased its budget from $100,000 to $1

million. In 1997, H e a l t hy Families Oakland was aw a r d e d

the “Community Benefit Award” from the Michigan 

Health and Hospital Association.

PCA America awarded $500,000 grant from the

Office on Child Abuse and Neglect. PCA America is

v e ry pleased to accept this grant, which will help establish

family support and mutual self-help groups in under s e rv e d

areas across the country. Earlier this year, we w e r e

approached by the National Family Support Roundtable

about forming a working relationship built around

s u p p o rting these self-help groups. After being selected

as its partner, we worked collaboratively to secure this

new grant,which is rene wable for up to three years at

$500,000 each year. Eleven members of the National

Family Support Network are PCA America chapter s.

This is an exciting opportunity that will enable us 

to expand our collaborations and working relationships

with grassroots organizations across the country, d ev e l o p

proven programs that support parents and children,and

expand our continuum of services to families. Thank 

you to all who helped make this grant possible!

Healthy Families America briefs



p e o p l e
U S A — In recognition of their
u n wavering commitment to children
and families, PCA America presented
James M. Hmurov i c h, d i r e c t o r, D i v i s i o n
of Family and Children, Indiana Family &
Social Services Administration; U . S .
Rep. Deborah Pry c e (R-OH); and
M a ryland Lt. Gov. Kathleen 
Kennedy To w n s e n d,
with “ Vi s i o n a r y
L e a d e rship Awa r d s .”
The awards we r e
presented at the
2000 HFA National
Conference in Atlanta
on September 10. 

In his sev e n t h
year as director of the
Division of Family and
C h i l d r e n ,H m u r ov i c h
has led significant expansions of
c h i l d r e n ’s programs in Indiana. These
advances have included the growth
of Healthy Families Indiana from 760 
families served in 1994 to 8,900 in
1999. Healthy Families Indiana has
become a national leader as one of 
the first states to implement the 
H FA model statewide.  

P ryce (pictured above) was a key fig-
ure in the enactment of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Enforcement Act
(CAPE Act) in March. The law, a u t h o r e d

by Pr y c e , uses enforcement reforms 
to protect children from abuse and
neglect without increasing federal
spending or imposing unfunded
mandates upon states. 

To w n s e n d ’s vocal advocacy for 
children was underscored in F e b ru a ry

1999 when she led the charge 
to provide $3.5 million for the
n ewly-created Healthy F a m i l i e s
M a ryland initiative, m a rking the
f i rst time state funds had been
designated for a single home
visitation strategy. 

U S A — Congratulations to 
the Freddie Mac Fo u n d a t i o n
and Ronald McDonald House
C h a r i t i e s, recipients of
our inaugural “Cor p o r a t e

Leadership Awards.” The awards 
were presented at the 2000 HFA

National Conference in Atlanta
on September 10 in recognition of 
their outstanding corporate support
of HFA programs and initiatives. Both
organizations have been guiding forces
behind the growth, strength and
success of HFA nationwide.

Leland C. Brendsel, c h a i rman and
CEO of Freddie Mac, and chairman of
the Freddie Mac F o u n d a t i o n , is a strong
advocate for HFA. As chair of the

Campaign for
H e a l t hy Fa m i l i e s , Brendsel is 
leading the effort to raise $15 million
in corporate funding to ensure the long-
t e rm success of HFA nationwide. To
d a t e , the Campaign has raised o v e r
$8.6 million for Healthy F a m i l i e s
America. The Freddie Mac F o u n d a t i o n
has supported HFA sites in e v e ry
county in the metropolitan W a s h i n g t o n ,
D.C. area, and committed more than
$10 million to HFA over the past 
eight years.     

Under the guidance 
of President and CEO Ke n
B a ru n, Ronald McDonald
House Charities has helped to
shape the HFA initiative from
the very beginning, c o n t r i b u t i n g
more than $3 million to HFA .
This commitment w a s
strengthened this year with 
a four-year $1.2 million grant
to develop and implement a
prenatal component to HF A .

C H I C AGO — After a new s p a-
per article about a victim of
child abuse caught her atten-
tion a few years ago, Frieda Tr ov e l a
began to think about how she could
help to prevent such a tragedy from
happening again. Since then, s h e ’s 

donated more than $300 to 
PCA America from her e a rnings as a
dance instru c t o r. While Tr ovela may
be one of our most creative bene-
factors,at just 10 years of age she’s
also one of the youngest!  This is the
third summer Trovela has taught
dance lessons to her friends and
then held a final concert in her 
backyard,with all proceeds benefit-   

ing PCA America. We
thank Frieda for her
g e n e r o u s and creative
s p i r i t , and for her
contributions to the pre-
vention of child abuse.

N E W YORK — PCA New
Yo rk received 302 calls
requesting information 
on discipline in the two
weeks following Sid
J o h n s o n ’s letter to Ann
L a n d e rs , published on
August 1. Staff praised
colleague Helen Winder-
M a rs h a l l w h o , due to a

set of unexpected c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,
handled the incoming calls alone 
for much of the first week and did a 
stellar job of responding to inquiries.

i s s u e s
An election year offers a unique opportunity to influence the
agendas of our future policymake rs by educating the candidates
running for public office about child abuse and neglect prev e n t i o n
strategies.  There are several things you can do as an advocate
for child abuse and neglect prevention during an election year.  

Vo t e ! Exercise your most basic right as a citizen. Cast 
your vote for candidates who have pledged to work for children 
in your community.  

Encourage others to vote. Talk to your friends and stress the
i m p o rtance of voting. Consider participating in a voter registration
drive – volunteer as a driver or agree to call people and inform
them of the registration drive.

Write to your candidates.  Candidates for public office –
including city councils, state legislatures and Congress – depend
on you for votes. As a constituent, you have the right and the
obligation to communicate your concerns and expectations to the
candidates who will ultimately be serving you. One way to commu-
nicate with your candidates is by writing letters to them. Here are
some tips for writing letters:  individualize your letter by using
your own words to explain why keeping children safe is import a n t
to you; keep your letters clear, c o n c i s e , direct and straight-forwa r d ;
and request that the candidate send you his or her children’s 
p l a t f o rm so that you can make an informed voting decision.

Attend a town hall meeting or candidate foru m . Find out
when your candidates will be attending town hall meetings or
candidate foru m s , and go prepared to find out more about them.
Attending a town hall meeting gives you the perfect opportunity to
ask candidates questions about their stance on children’s issues.
Following are some questions you might want to ask. The answe rs
to these questions will help you make a more informed decision
at voting time.
l If elected, what do you think the gov e rn m e n t ’s role and your role
should be in preventing child abuse and neglect as well as sup-
p o rting parents and families?
l If elected, what would you do to support prevention efforts 
in child abuse and neglect?
l If elected, what would you do to ensure that adequate
resources are available to turn the tide against the epidemic 
of child abuse and neglect?
l If elected, will you support using 1% of this year’s budget surp l u s
to strengthen services to prevent child abuse and neglect?

The above candidate questions were provided by the National
Call To Action (NCA). For more information on election-year adv o c a c y
e f f o rts call Michelle Rieff at 3 1 2 . 6 6 3 . 3 5 2 0 e x t . 1 1 4, visit the NCA’s
web site at w w w. n a t i o n a l c a l l t o a c t i o n . c o m , or visit our web site at
w w w. p r ev e n t c h i l d a b u s e . o r g.

Advocacy activities in an election ye a r

Advocacy briefs



Guest forum remarks by James A.Levine, Ed.D.,director of The Fatherhood Project, Families and Work Institute,
at the 2000 HFA National Conference in Atlanta.

“What is a daddy
s t r a t egy? It’s really a
n ew  e q u a t i o n .  I t
combines two elements.
The first is the ve r y
premise of HFA, which
k n ows that early inter-
vention reduces the risk
of abuse.  We add to that
what we know from
m a ny years of research
and work with fa m i l i e s
and fathers: that the
i nvo l vement of fa t h e r s
increases the like l i h o o d
of positive outcomes for
children. Put those two
together and you get
a daddy strateg y.

“If you really
want to address the needs of families and develop strong fa m i l i e s
y o u ’ve got to pay attention to fathers. Since 1980, we’ve
accumulated an enormous amount of information that says fathers do
m a t t e r. We know that when fathers are absent from children’s live s
the risk of drug abuse, school failure, juvenile delinquency and eve r y
risk factor you can think of goes up.  

“ T h e r e ’s a parallel body of research that shows us when
fathers are invo l ved early on the risk factors not only go down, bu t
the benefits increase. Preschoolers with invo l ved fathers have better
c o g n i t ive and social development. Junior high students have better
peer relations.  High school students not only have better motiva t i o n
to succeed in high school, but there is research showing that they
a c h i eve better.

“Our goal in building strong families should be to connect
father and child. I’d like to think that there is a path of connection and
we want to get men onto that path to connection with their kids early
on. And, we want to help them continue on it. There are a lot of
opportunities for falling off; for getting on the sidelines. 

“ T h e r e ’s one group that says we need to get men connected with
their kids, but we need to do this through marriage. This is an
i n d ividual, moral responsibility. T h e r e ’s another group that says
marriage is wonderful, but what about men who don’t have jobs or
h ave low income. We know that the risk of divorce and not marrying
go up as income goes down. 

“Both of these perspectives are correct, but they ’re incomplete.
What they leave out are the on-ramps to connection throughout the
life cycle.  The builders of those on-ramps are you and me. It’s
people working with families day-to-day in prenatal clinics, early
child and family support programs, programs for teens, the courts,
hospitals, schools and faith based organizations.  

“The connection is a shared responsibility. Yes, it’s indiv i d-
uals.  Yes, it’s the government, but it’s us as well. And, we should be
working with fathers whether they ’re married, divorced or have neve r
been married. We want to get men connected with their kids. T h i s
will reduce the risk of child abu s e .

“ L e t ’s look at some of the opportunities for connection.
L e t ’s start with health services with the birth of a child. T h r o u g h o u t
America this is a very familiar scene — it’s a maternity ward.  Behind
one of those windows is a young man, usually a teen fa t h e r, and he’s
not quite sure what his role is going to be with this child. He wa n t s
to connect, but doesn’t quite know how to do it.  How do we at this
one critical moment get him on that path to connection? 

“ Well, in West Vi rginia, they did some research years ago.
T h ey realized the single critical factor in determining whether or not
that young man was welcomed in was the maternity ward nurse.
T h ey started a maternity education program training maternity nurs-
es on the importance of fathers and how to work with fathers. A n d ,
h ow to teach young women that they didn’t have to marry the guy,
but that marriage was separate from making sure this man would be
i nvo l ved in establishing paternity. Between 1991 and 1994 the rate of
paternity went from under 18 percent to 60 percent. Throughout the
c o u n t r y, the rate of paternity establishment has gone from 84,000 in
1994 to 600,000 in 1998.

“What about before the birth of a baby?  In Baltimore a few
years ago, there was a young outreach wo r ke r, Joe Jones, who wa s
visiting homes to get moms to go for prenatal checkups.  He realized
that there were men in most of these homes. Most of the time they
w e r e n ’t married to the mom. Often these guys weren’t in great shape.
T h ey were often drug or alcohol dependent.  

“He went beyond that deficit and realized they were ve r y
interested in that wo m a n ’s preg n a n cy and in the baby.  He seized on
that to make a connection to them and enlist them as part of the
support team to get mom to the hospital for her prenatal checkups.  

“Joe stumbled on something that research in Missouri, by
the  public health department, was verifying at the same time, that the
single best predictor whether an expectant mom would get adequate
prenatal care is the invo l vement and support of her male partner,
whether or not they were married. He realized that this connection
that men were making with these expectant babies was a sense of
hope in their lives, and that he could build on that. 

“Connection is our responsibility. We are the builders of the
on-ramps. To build these on-ramps we have to go beyond our sloga n s
and stereotypes about fathers. We have to change our ex p e c t a t i o n s .
We have to confront our own attitudes. Men and women must wo r k
t o g e t h e r.  We must create webs of support.  I’d like to think that
we at The Fatherhood Project can be part of your new ex t e n d e d
family at Healthy Families America; that we can be part of that
web of support.”

The Daddy Strategy®

Getting men involved in the lives of children

® The Daddy Strategy is a trademark registered to James A. Levine



Partners for preventiont i p s

Remember the purpose of discipline.
It is to teach your child socially acceptable
ways of expressing natural desires and
drives. Discipline guides your child into
adulthood.

Successful discipline is geared to the
child’s developmental stage. Don’t
expect a child of any age to perform some -
thing he or she is not ready for.

Children need positive reinforcement.
Reward your child for doing right with
smiles, hugs, attention, praise and thanks.
Rewards do not need to be toys or candy.

Never hit or shake a child. Hitting is 
not a useful discipline tool for your ch i l d re n .
Hitting and other physical punishment are not
e ffective because they teach a child that it is
okay to hit people, make ch i l d ren much too
angry to be sorry for what they ’ve done, 
and can hurt a child physically.

Discipline is best taught by example.
The lessons you teach your child come 
f rom what your child sees you do – not 
what you say.

If what you are doing is not working,
change it! Your best efforts, even those
that worked in the past, may break down.
Try to keep sight of your basic principles 
and always cherish your relationship 
with your child.

The important thing is not whether your
child behaves in the next few minutes or
today or this week. The really important
thing is how your child turns out 5, 10, or 20
years from now.

On August 1, Ann Landers published 
a letter from PCA America President 
and CEO Sid Johnson, urging parents 
to avoid hitting their children as a 
form of discipline. We received an 
ove r whelming number of calls to our 
1-800-CHILDREN number by readers
seeking alternative discipline tips.
Following are some examples.
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Doris Duke Charitable Foundation awards 
$1.4 million grant for public awareness campaign.
In September, PCA America was awarded a three-year, $1.4
million grant to fund a new public service campaign through
the Advertising Council. This is an incredible opportunity 
for us to create and disseminate a new campaign to educate 
the public about the importance of child abuse prevention. 
The new public service campaign will reach millions of 
people nationwide through print, broadcast, outdoor and
Internet distribution. We are very grateful to the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation for this invaluable opportunity.

New holiday card designs for 2000! If you’re
looking for holiday greeting cards, we hope you’ll look 
for Cards for a Cause . With five new
designs, you have a variety of holiday
cards to choose from. And, Cards for
a Cause will donate a portion of the
proceeds from the sale of select 
holiday cards to PCA A m e r i c a .
The cards feature holiday messages
for Christmas and Chanukah, and 
can be personalized for corporate
use. A box of 10 cards costs
$13.95. Bulk pricing is also
available. For more information
contact Mary Samerd y ke a t
312.663.3520 ext. 140 or visit our
web site at w w w. p rev e n t ch i l d a bu s e. o rg.

t i t l e s
“Great Beginnings With Your
Baby; A Guide For Teen
Parents”—Nuts-and-bolts advice,
specially tailored to teen parenting ,
helps young moms and dads ensure
their child's safety and health while
p r oviding mature, l oving guidance.
Teens also get encouragement to
stay in school and tips on balancing
a household budget and managing
stress. Heart wa r ming photographs of
young families and a conversational
tone draws readers into the text and
conveys the rewards of developing a
close relationship with one's child.
For teen parents.

To order these publications or for prices,
please contact the PCA America
Fulfillment Center at 800.835.2671

New publications and resource materials

“Terrific Toddlers (Whoever
Said That Two-Year-Olds
Were Terrible?)”—Dr. Leach
helps parents maximize the positive
aspects of toddlerhood – the dazzling
display of energy, the new skills and
interests – while minimizing difficult
b e h av i o rs. Using “life-with-a-toddler”
s c e n a r i o s ,D r. Leach explains the
d evelopmental context in which
“ t e rrible twos” behavior takes place,
and how to use planning , creativity,
and age-appropriate communication
to keep parents and toddlers feeling
good about themselves – and each
other. For new parents.



f a c t s
p r a c t i t i o n e rs exactly where they
a r e , without telling them how to
get where they want to be. To
help bridge the gap betwe e n
research and practice, this year’s
initiative focuses on research-
practice collaboration by trans-
l a t i n g c u rrent research findings
into implications for practice, a n d
enhancing our ability within HFA 
as a whole to collaborate on
program evaluation. At this year’s
conference, participants
addressed the following issues:
l The need to address sub-    
stance abuse and domestic 
violence in the lives of many 
H FA part i c i p a n t s ;
l Continual improvement of
measurement outcomes;
l Methods to improve recru i t-
m e n t ,e n g a g e m e n t , and retention
of families;
l D e t e rmining what constitutes
“dosage” in home visitation;
l The impact of superv i s o ry 
practices on program outcomes;
l Strengthening community and
neighborhoods as a means to 
p r event child maltreatment; and
l The importance and usage 
of computerized management
i n f o rmation systems (MIS) as a
core of the evaluation effort .

GERBER AWARDS $310,000
GRANT FOR RESEARCH —
The Gerber Foundation recently 
awarded the National Center on
Child Abuse Research a three-year
grant of $310,000 to support and
expand the Research-Practitioner
N e t w o rk on Home Visitation. This
generous grant complements our
four-year grant from the David 
& Lucile Packard Foundation,
allowing the Research Center to
expand its HFA Research Network
to include program administrators
and practitioners. The aim of the
Research-Practitioner Network 
is to improve the quality of HFA by
translating current research find-
ings into implications for practice,
and by enhancing our ability within
H FA as a whole to collaborate
on program ev a l u a t i o n .

Research findings

TESTING OF PIMS — R e s e a r c h
Center staff is in the process of
obtaining data collected by the
Program Information Management
System (PIMS) from a number of
H FA sites to pilot the data down-
load and data analyses. The
over-arching goal is to improve the
quality of HFA via the examination
and identification of potential
problems in the quality of data,
and the development of a data
analysis plan to address program
implementation and quality
i m p r ovement issues. Based on
the findings of this pilot test, a
strategic plan providing intensive
technical assistance to PIMS sites
will be implemented to ensure 
the quality of data.

H FA RESEARCH-PRAC T I T I O N E R
N E T WORK MEETS AT HFA 
N ATIONAL CONFERENCE — The
H FA Research-Practitioner Network
meeting held on September 9,
m a rked the beginning of a new
phase for the HFA Research
N e t w o rk established in 1994.
Over a four-year period, the HFA
Research Network has brought
together over 50 researchers
conducting 35 evaluations of HFA
home visiting programs across 
the country. 

The HFA Research Network ,
thanks to the Packard Fo u n d a t i o n
and Gerber Foundation grants, h a s
been expanded to include program
administrators and practitioners
with the intent that this year’s
initiative will help promote the
exchange of knowledge betwe e n
science and practice. In turn,
this exchange will ensure that
H FA programs embody the highest
quality of serv i c e , and that ev a l u a-
tion efforts serve to improve our
knowledge about the most
effective strategies for strength-
ening families and preventing 
child abuse and neglect.

The gulf between research and
practice is systemic. While many
H FA evaluations embody a genuine
spirit of collaboration betwe e n
r e s e a r c h e rs and practitioners ,
researchers often wind up with
evaluation results that tell

and plenary sessions to choose from, with topics including best

practices for working with families, improving program quality,

research-practice collaboration, building state capacity, securing

funding, and building collaborations in communities. 

S everal awards were also presented during the

conference.  In recognition of the outstanding accomplishments

of program staff, state leaders and corporate sponsors, we

presented five “Service Excellence Awards,” three “Visionary

Leadership Awards,” and two “Corporate Leadership Awards.”

Details of these awards and the recipients can be found on

pages 5 and 6. 

The enthusiasm of both the staff and attendees was

evident throughout the conference.  As they shared with each

other their own successes and new ideas, conference attendees

also received words of inspiration from five nationally known

speakers: Father Gregory J. Boyle, S.J., director of Jobs For

A Future and Homeboy Industries; Marti Farrell Erickson,

Ph.D., director of Children, Youth & Family Consortium,

U n iversity of Minnesota; Maria Hinojosa, urban affa i r s

correspondent for CNN; James A. Levine, Ed.D., director of

The Fatherhood Project; and Raymond H. Smith, Jr., vice

president for Bank One, PCA Kentucky Board Member.

We express our gratitude to the PCA America staff and

Programs Department who made this conference a reality.

Thanks to their dedication and effort, this year’s conference was

the largest and most successful to date.

As we look back on this year’s accomplishments,

we can take pride in the growth and success of HFA. Together,

we are strengthening families while preventing the abu s e

and neglect of our nation’s children. We look forward to

H FA’s continued success.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
HFA celebrates growth and success

(Left to right) Father Gregory J. Boyle,director, Jobs for A Future and Homeboy Industries;
Sandra Wood,executive director, Georgia Council on Child Abuse,Inc.; Maura Somers Dughi,
chair, PCA America; Barbara Rawn,director of programs,PCA America; Susan Frankel,manager
of HFA state systems support,PCA America; Debbie Sendek,executive director, PCA Ohio; 
Sid Johnson,president and CEO, PCA America.  
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November 16-18, 2000
PCA America will hold its annual
L e a d e rship Conference at the Holiday
Inn at the Mart in Chicago. The confer-
ence is open to state chapter s ,l o c a l
a f f i l i a t e s , professionals and
v o l u n t e e rs committed to pre v e n t i n g
child abuse and neglect.  C h i c a g o ,I L
Contact:  Ben Ta n z e r, 3 1 2 . 6 6 3 . 3 5 2 0
e x t .1 2 3

December 1-3, 2000
Zero to Three presents its 15th
National Training Institute c o n f e r e n c e
for the mulit-disciplinary infant, t o d d l e r
and family field. The conference
is designed for the growing community
of infant/family professionals, i n c l u d i n g
p r a c t i t i o n e rs , a d m i n i s t r a t o rs ,
r e s e a r c h e rs ,t r a i n e rs and advocates.
The conference will educate profes-
sionals about critical issues in the 
f i e l d , while providing an invaluable 
n e t w o rking oppor t u n i t y.  M a rr i o t t
Wardman Pa rk Hotel, Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D. C . Contact: 888.733.5364 

information on topics and model 
programs of interest to leaders in
child abuse prevention.  San Antonio,
TX  Contact:  www. p rev e n t c h i l d a bu s e-
texas.org, Annual Conference

April 23-28, 2001
The Children’s Bureau/Office on
Child Abuse and Neglect (OCAN) 
will sponsor the 13th National
Conference on Child Abuse and
N e g l e c t. PCA America is pleased to
join OCAN as a national co-sponsor
of this conference. This national 
conference is devoted solely to
issues of child abuse and neglect
and brings together over 2,000 
p r a c t i t i o n e rs , policy mak e rs ,
community organizations and
researchers.  A l b u q u e r q u e ,N M
Contact:  703.528.0435 or
w w w. 1 3 c o n f @ p a l - t e c h . c o

January 22-26, 2001
The Center for Child Protection 
at Children’s Hospital-San Diego 
presents its 15th Annual San Diego
Conference on Responding to Child
M a l t r e a t m e n t. The conference will 
p r ovide professionals with valuable
education and networking oppor-
t u n i t i e s . For the third consecutive
y e a r, the conference will provide a
major emphasis on the National Call
to Action, a collaboration of national
organizations working to end child
abuse and neglect.  San Diego, C A
Contact:  Registration Coordinator
Children’s Hospital,858.495.4940 
or e-mail at mholmes@chsd.org

January 29-30, 2001
PCA Texas presents the 15th Annual
Conference on the Prevention of
Child Abuse. Keynote speakers
Dr. Bruce Per ry, Ph.D.,and Calvin 
C.J. Sia,M.D., will discuss prevention
strategies at this statewide 
conference. Workshops will offer

ev e n t sPlan ahead, all are welcome to attend

... the inv o l v e m e n t

of fathers increases

the likehood of

positive outcomes

for children.”

James A. Levine,Ed. D.
Director, The Fatherhood Project,
Families and Work Institute. 

Levine is featured on page 7

“


